
 

 

St Michael & St John’s RC Primary School 

Lowergate, Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 1AG 
Headteacher:  Mrs Zoe Mabbott BEd (Hons) NPQH 

 
Telephone: 01200 422560 

E-mail:       bursar@ssmj.lancs.sch.uk 
 
 

Following the example of Jesus, together we learn, love and respect one another  

to be the best we can be.  

13th February 2026 

Dear Parents and Families, 

As we come to the end of another rewarding half term, we have been thinking this 

week about how we can all ‘let our light shine.’ 

A polite reminder that we have a Trust wide Inset Day on Monday 23rd February so 

school re-opens to children on Tuesday 24th February. 

Have a lovely half term.  

 

 

The Sunday Gospel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus teaches us how important it is to follow God’s laws; our 

Catholic schools and parishes try very hard to do the same. Ask your child what the 

word ‘teacher’ means to them. Ask them which people teach them about God – at home, 

at school or in the community. 

 

It is important to have good teachers. Parents are the first and foremost educators 

of their own children and others can also teach us so much about what really matters 

in life. 

 

 

 

mailto:bursar@ssmj.lancs.sch.uk


 

Caritas Visitors  

 

On Wednesday 4th February Kath Ansley 

and Dr Minna from Caritas, accompanied 

by Father Kevin, who used to be a Priest 

in our Parish, came in to school to work 

with our GIFT (Growing in Faith Team) 

and a small group of children to teach 

them how to sign our school prayer. 

Mrs Ansley then led sessions for each 

class and for the teachers after school 

to help further develop our 

understanding of Catholic Social 

Teaching.  

Today, in our Celebration Assembly, the GIFT Team led our school prayer as they 

sang and signed it.  After half term they will be teaching the other children in school 

the signing of the school prayer and the signing of our Mission statement.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Year 6 ~ STEM Challenge 

 

On Thursday, our Year 6 pupils took 

part in a STEM challenge organised by 

Johnson Matthey.   In teams, the 

pupils had to create the tallest 

freestanding tower they could, using 

only dowel and elastic bands.  Not only 

were they building, but each team had 

to also budget their money for their 

resources and create an advertisement 

poster to promote their tower!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Internet Safety Day  

 

On Wednesday it was internet safety day.  Throughout the school we did a variety of 

activities including live lessons, how to use AI and how to avoid being scammed. 

 

Please check out the newsletter each week for our new internet safety information 

which will help you keep your children safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

Scholastic Book Fair  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who took part. We are very delighted to receive £263.71 

worth of books.  

 

Please remember after the holidays we will be celebrating World Book Day on the 

5th March, half term is a great time to get your costume ready.  

 

 

Dogs on the School Site 
 

Just a polite reminder to anyone collecting or dropping off children on the school 

grounds, that you are required to have personal responsibility for your dog’s 

behaviour and dogs need to be controlled at all times. This includes not having them 

on long leashes or letting them approach anyone without their consent, in order to 

support others with any allergies or concerns.  

 

Thank you for your co-operation which is appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

 



Children’s Mental Health 

Week  

 

As part of Children’s Mental 

Health week, all classes took 

part in a live assembly on 

Wednesday. This year’s 

theme is ‘This is my place’ and 

the children looked at places 

where they may feel safe and 

also listened to a story read 

by the author Katie Hopper 

called Sylvia’s Candle. Year 

1/2 then listened to one of 

our new stories from the book 

fair called Ruby’s Worry by 

Tom Percival.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Design Technology Showcase  

 

A very big thank you to everyone that attended the showcase on Thursday, we hope 

you were able to get an insight into the children’s projects and enjoyed looking at 

what they have made.  We hope any questions were answered by the children hosting 

their class boards. Feedback slip were distributed and we look forward to receiving 

your comments.   

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

Online Safety – Life Online 
 

We held an internet safety workshop on 

Tuesday.  Here are the main takeaways: 

 

Keeping Our Kids Safe & Happy Online 

  

A Parent’s Quick Guide to Digital 

Wellbeing 

  

1. The "Golden Rule" of Devices 

The most effective safety feature isn't an app—it’s a location. 

 * Keep it Central: Ensure tablets, consoles, and phones are used in communal family 

spaces. 

 * The Sleep Sanctuary: Set up a "family charging station" in the kitchen or hallway. 

No screens in bedrooms after 7:00 PM. This prevents late-night scrolling and "blue 

light" sleep disruption. 

  

2. Check the Rating (And the Reality) 

 * PEGI Ratings: These tell you if the game content is age-appropriate (violence, 

language). 

 * Social Media Ages: Most apps (TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram) have a minimum age 

of 13. This is because their algorithms and data tracking are not designed for 

children’s developing brains. 

 * The "Human Factor": A game might be rated for ages 7+, but if it has live chat, 

your child is exposed to adults. Remind them: "If you wouldn't talk to a stranger on 

the street, don't talk to one in the lobby." 

  

3. Build a "Digital Safety Net" 

Technical controls are great, but they aren't foolproof. Your child’s best filter is 

you. 

 * Be Curious, Not Furious: Ask your child to show you their favorite game. Let them 

teach you how to play. If they feel you are "on their team," they will come to you 

when something goes wrong. 

 * The "Ugh" Rule: Tell them: "If you see anything that makes you feel 'ugh' 

(scared, weird, or confused), tell me. I won't be mad, and I won't just take your 

phone away." 

  

4. Essential Conversation Starters 

Try asking these this week: 

 * "What’s the coolest thing you saw online today?" 

 * "If someone was being mean in a game chat, do you know how to block them?" 

 * "Is there anything you wish I understood better about 

[Roblox/TikTok/YouTube]?" 

  



Trusted Resources 

 * Common Sense Media: Great for checking if a movie or game is actually okay for 

your child’s age. 

 * Internet Matters: Step-by-step guides for setting up parental controls on your 

specific home Wi-Fi or consoles. 

 

 

Themed School Lunches 

 

Take a look at our themed school lunch menu for World Book Day on Thursday 5th 

March, if your child would like a school meal on this day please book online at Parent 

Pay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance Matters 

 

 

 

We are having a close focus on 

attendance at SSMJ.  Ensuring 

children attend school is very 

important for promoting wellbeing 

and enabling children to reach 

academic milestones as well as for 

preparing children for adulthood.   

 

Please ensure you minimise absences 

and make appointments outside of 

school time as far as possible.  We 

may ask for evidence for absences.   

 

We are tracking the attendance data 

very carefully to support children to 

have the very best learning 

opportunities.  Please work with us to 

improve our attendance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PE Days  

 

Year Group PE Days 

EYFS Tuesday & Friday 

Year 1 & 2 Monday & Tuesday 

Year 3 & 4 Tuesday & Thursday 

Year 4 & 5 Tuesday & Friday 

Year 6 Monday & Tuesday 

 

 



 

Clubs and Afterschool Activities  

 

The following clubs and activities will be 

taking place after the half term holiday  

 

Please note all clubs and activities will 

commence the first week back after half 

term, with the exception of Burnley 

Football Club and Tennis Club which will 

commence the second week back.  
 

 

Activity Year Group/s Teacher Date/Times 

Multi Sports 3 & 4 Progessive Sports  Monday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Multiplication Club 4 Miss Parkinson Monday 3.30 – 4.15 pm 

Burnley Football Club 5 & 6 Burnley Football Club Tuesday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Tennis Club All Years Tennis Coach Wednesday 8.00 – 8.45 am  

Create Club All Years  Mrs Troughton Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Prayer Club All Years Mrs Whyman Thursday 8.15 – 8.45 am 

Year 6 Extended Lessons 6  Mr Duckworth  Thursday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Multi Sports  

(Dodgeball Theme)  

1 & 2 Progressive Sports Thursday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

 

Multi Sports are booked through progressive sports:  Enrolmy | Progressive Sports 

South Lancashire 

Create Club is booked directly with Mrs Troughton: 

portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/10363 

BFC and Tennis Club are booked through Parent Pay.  

Other clubs run by school staff do not require booking.  

 

 

Happy birthday to Maksym and Theo in Year 3 who will both celebrate a birthday 

this week.  

Also Happy Birthday to Layton in Year 1 and Rosie in Year 5 will both celebrate a 

birthday over the half term holiday.  

 

https://enrolmy.com/progressive-sports-south-lancashire?emyatb=4w7ygdi834
https://enrolmy.com/progressive-sports-south-lancashire?emyatb=4w7ygdi834
https://portal.thecreationstation.franscape.io/class-overview/10363


Celebration Assembly  

 

EYFS  Hugo and Ainsley 

Yr 1 & 2 Layton, Max, Noah and Kutenda  

Yr 3 & 4  Luna, Riley, Katy, Hunter and Maisie 

Yr 4 & 5   Theo, Charlie, Paul and Leo 

Yr 6   Isabella, Eleanor, Kayla and Alexander 

 

 

Top Table Winners   

 

There will be no Top Table Winners this week due to the half term 

holiday and the INSET day on Monday 23rd February.  

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates  

 

Date  Event 

Friday 13th February  Afterschool today, school will close for half term  

Monday 23rd February  INSET Day - School Closed for Pupils  

Tuesday 24th February  School re-opens 

Thursday 26th February  Year 4/5 Liverpool Museum Trip  

9.30 am – 2.30 pm ~ Year 5 & 6 Football Competition – Prairie 

Sports Village, Burnley 

3.30 – 4.30 pm ~ Reconciliation Preparation Session  

Monday 2nd March  Year 1/2 Thornton Hall Farm Trip 

 



Thursday 5th March  World Book Day 

3.30 – 4.30 pm ~ Reconciliation Preparation Session 

Monday 9th March  During this week - Mother’s Day Messages will be published in 

the Lancashire Evening Telegraph (Date to be confirmed).  

Tuesday 10th March  EYFS Trip to Little Lancs Village & Holden Clough  

Wednesday 11th March Year 3/4 Liverpool Museum Trip 

Wednesday 18th March  1.15 pm ~ Lets Go Sing Performance – Blackburn Ice Arena 

Wednesday 25th March  9.15 am ~ Rock Steady Concert – Parents’ Welcome 

Friday 27th March  School reports out to parents’ 

Tuesday 31st March  Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 1st April  Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 2nd April  9.00 am ~ KS2 Resurrection Rocks ~ Parents’ invited to watch 

 Afterschool today, school will close for Easter 

Monday 20th April  School re-opens 

Tuesday 21st April  9.00 am ~ KS2 Spring Chicken ~ Parents’ invited to watch 

Monday 11th May  SAT’s Week 

Sunday 6th June 1.30 pm ~ First Holy Communion  

Monday 15th June  Year 6 Residential Borwick Trip  

Wednesday 17th June  Year 6 Borwick Trip returns 

 

Take Care & God Bless. 

Mrs Zoe Mabbott – Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST MICHAEL & ST JOHN’S HOLIDAY LIST 2025/2026 

 

Autumn Term 2025 
 

Re-open on:   Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

Half Term    Monday 27th October to Friday 31th October 2025 (inclusive) 

Christmas Holiday  Early closure on Friday 19th December 2025 

   

    (Number of openings: 73)  

 

 

Spring Term 2025 

 

Re-open on:    Monday 5th January, 2026 

Half Term    Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026 

(inclusive) 

INSET DAY    Monday 23rd February 2026 

Easter Break   Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April 2026 (inclusive) 

 

     (Number of openings: 58) 

  

Summer Term 2026 

 

Re-open on:   Monday 20th April 2026  

Bank Holiday       Monday 4th May 2026 

Half Term    Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026 (inclusive) 

Summer Holiday   Early closure on Friday 17th July 2026 

 

     (Number of openings: 59)  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST MICHAEL & ST JOHN’S HOLIDAY LIST 2026/2027 

 

Autumn Term 2026 
 

Re-open on:                       Thursday 3rd September 2026 

 INSET DAY    Friday 23rd October 2026 

Half Term   Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2026  

 Re-open on:    Monday 2nd November 2026 

Christmas Holiday  Early closure on Friday 18th December 2026 

   

    (Number of openings: 71)  

 

 

Spring Term 2027 

 

Re-open on: Tuesday 5th January 2027 

 Half Term            Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027  

              (inclusive) 

INSET DAY Monday 22nd February 2027 

Re-open on:  Tuesday 23rd February 2027  

 Easter Break   Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027 (inclusive) 

 

     (Number of openings: 52) 

  

Summer Term 2027 

 

Re-open on:   Monday 12th April 2027  

Bank Holiday       Monday 3rd May 2027 

 Half Term   Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027 (inclusive) 

Re-open on:    Monday 7th June 2027 

 Summer Holiday  Early closure on Wednesday 21st July 2027 

 

     (Number of openings: 67)  

      

(Total number of openings: 190) 

 

 

 



 

Notices from other Companies and Providers 

Notices 

We are often asked to share information about events with you, which we do to support our 

community, and so you can consider whether these are of interest to you.  Please note, school 

is not recommending or validating these events, we are simply passing on the information.  

Please find details below of some Lancashire County 

Council run courses/events which you may find useful. 

Please note: You will need to book on to attend via the links below each 

course/event. 

Riding the Rapids (5–11 years) - at Clitheroe Family Hub Starting 14/4/26      

 

Riding the Rapids is a free course designed for parents and carers of children who 

are autistic, on the pathway for autism assessment or who have significant learning 

disabilities or other complex disabilities. The course aims to help parents to 

understand and support their child’s well-being, and reduce stress, distress and 

distress-related behaviours, or other behaviours of concern. 

Parents and carers develop strategies through discussion, direct teaching, practising 

ideas and watching videos of young people and other parents talking about their 

experiences. Parents and carers put strategies into place between sessions. 

Once you have booked onto the course, all parents/carers will be contacted prior to 

the sessions starting to ensure that Riding the Rapids is a suitable intervention to 

meet your child's needs. It is also an opportunity to ask any questions and for us to 

get to know you and your child.   

Riding the Rapids: LCC Events 

 

Triple P Group - Delivered virtually starting 15/4/26      

For parents of children aged 2-11 years old, this involves 6 sessions (4 weekly, 1 weeks 

of telephone support then a final week). It is delivered through group discussions, 

parent workbooks and homework.   

 

The course will assist if you have specific concerns about your child’s development or 

behaviour. You are most likely to benefit if your family is not complicated by 

significant behaviour problems or stress.   

https://www6.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/event-details?eventid=3136531


The course covers:   

Positive Parenting – using assertive discipline, having reasonable expectations and 

looking after yourself as a parent.  

  

Raising confident, competent children -showing respect for others, being 

considerate, having good communication and social skills, having healthy self-esteem, 

being a good problem solver and becoming independent. 

  

Raising resilient children- recognising and accepting feelings, expressing things 

appropriately, building a positive outlook, developing coping skills, dealing with 

negative feelings, dealing with stressful life events.  

 

Triple P Group - LCC Events 

 

Positive Relationships Stronger Families – delivered virtually starting 25/02/2026 

 

The sessions will help you understand:   

Why you may have fallen into a pattern of destructive conflict.  

 

The effects of this on your children's health, wellbeing and educational 

attainment.    

 

How relationships go through a set of stages as they develop and how we can often 

move up and down those stages over time.  

 

How our past and what we bring to our relationship, including existing vulnerabilities 

can make us more susceptible to conflict   

 

How arguments and disagreements can be constructive or destructive    

 

How easy it is to misunderstand each other   

 

How we can communication better– exploring expectations against reality and 

setting goals  

 

Please note, this is a 4 week course and you will need to attend each of the following 

weeks:- 

16/09/25 

23/09/25 

30/09/25 

07/10/25 

Positive Relationships Stronger Families - LCC Events 

https://www6.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/event-details?eventid=3136503
https://www6.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/event-details?eventid=3136575


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 
Half Term Fun - Pancake Day with Peppa Pig!  
 
Tuesday 17th February | 2pm-4pm 
 
Book now www.bookwhen.com/leapinglizardsplay 
 

🎉 After-School Fun  

📅 Every Thursday & Friday 

🕒 3.30–5.30pm 

💷 £10.50 per child 

 
 
Get ready for a fun-filled Valentine’s 
evening/afternoon at our Kids’ Valentine’s 
Disco! 
 
Join us at our soft play centre for two hours of 
dancing, laughter, and play. Every little guest 
will enjoy a kids’ meal, a drink, a glow stick, 
Valentine's face paint and a special 
Valentine’s sweet treat, making it a party to 
remember! 
 
Perfect for little love bugs to dance, play, and 
celebrate Valentine’s in style — an 
unforgettable time with fun, friends, and 

festive treats! 💓💞💓💞 

 
www.bookwhen.com/leapinglizardsplay 
 
 
Calling all SEND parents & carers  
We’re so excited to announce our very first 
SEND session at Leaping Lizards Play 
Centre  
Tuesday 17th February (Half Term) 
9:00am – 11:00am 

 

http://www.bookwhen.com/leapinglizardsplay
http://www.bookwhen.com/leapinglizardsplay

