
 

 

 

 

St Michael & St John’s RC Primary School 

Lowergate, Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 1AG 

Headteacher:  Mrs Zoe Mabbott BEd (Hons) NPQH 

 

Telephone: 01200 422560 

Fax:           01200 422531 

E-mail:       bursar@ssmj.lancs.sch.uk 

 

Following the example of Jesus, together we learn, love and respect one another  

to be the best we can be. 

7th March 2025 

Dear Parents and Families, 

Ash Wednesday and the Sunday Gospel 

 

On Wednesday, the GIFT Team and I led an Ash 

Wednesday Liturgy as we all began our Lenten journey 

with our whole school receiving the ashes and 

reflecting on how they will fast, pray and give this 

Lent. The children wrote Lenten promises.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this Sunday’s Gospel we reflect on how Jesus relied 

on God’s word to resist temptation. Lent is a time for 

us to make an extra effort to listen carefully to God’s 

word, to turn away from things which are wrong for 

ourselves or others, to grow in love, and to prepare 

for the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection at Easter.  

 Ask your child what their Lenten promise is and how you as parents/carers can 

support them with this.  
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Caritas St Joseph’s Penny Box 

Your child will be bringing home the annual St Joseph’s Penny box as part of our 

‘giving’ this Lent as we support the work of Caritas.  Please fill the box with change 

and return it to the school office when full.   

 

Prayer for Pope Francis 

 

This week we continue to pray for Pope Francis.  You may wish to pray at home with 

your child.  

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you with prayers for Your servant, Pope Francis 

In his time of illness, grant him strength and healing and that he may continue his 

mission of love, justice and compassion. 

Amen 

 

Thank you to Local Businesses for Book Donations 

At the weekend Ribble Valley Tales Bookshop and Natalie Bristol ran a competition 

on social media for schools and nurseries to win a selection of Usborne books.  

SSMJ were very lucky and won a selection of Wellbeing books kindly donated by Low 

Moor Club and Castle Chippy. The Wellbeing Missionary Disciples would like to say a 

big thank you to all those involved and especially anyone who voted for us. They are 

going to display the books in our wellbeing areas in Key Stage 1 and 2.  
 

 

 

 

 



World Book Day  

On Thursday the children 

were incredibly lucky to take 

part in World Book Day. There 

were some fantastic costumes 

to be seen. All the children 

thoroughly enjoyed taking 

part in lots of different 

activities from library 

searches, 'Oracy Battles' and 

taking part in paired reading 

with some of the older 

children.  

Some of the children also took 

part in creating 'Tube 

Characters'. There were some amazing creations. We 

loved seeing how much work each child had put into each one. The reading 

Ambassadors very kindly judged all the entries and looked at what the children had 

managed to create. Congratulations to all 

our winners:  

EYFS: Zane & Coby 

Year 1/2 : Renato, Betsy & India 

Year 3: Darcey & Paul 

Year 4: Rose & Kimberley 

Year 5: Isabella and Edie & Una  

Year 6: Michael C  

A massive thank you to all the parents who went to so much trouble of organising 

some amazing costumes and 'tube characters'.  A good day was had by all!  

 

 

Wellbeing Warriors 

 

The Wellbeing Missionary Disciples want to welcome Theodore in Year 6, as their 

new Wellbeing Warrior, after winning the class vote before half term. We wish 

him well in his new role. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Motivational Speaker Bart Gee 

 

On Tuesday we were incredibly lucky to have Bart Gee at our school. Bart was born 

with a disability called Arthrogryposis, Bart explained how doctors said he would 

never walk. However, Bart has turned his disability into a possibility. The children 

were amazed to learn how Bart has been able to adapt, enabling him to take part in 

many different activities such as swimming, table tennis, diving and playing the piano. 

Thank you to Bart for this motivational speech which has inspired all our staff and 

children.   Bart explained how he turned ’Disability in to possibility’.  

You can view some of Bart’s achievements here.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sANDTH1QyDA 
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Burnley Football Club World Book Day Donations  

Earlier this year, Burnley Football Club applied for a book donation through The 

Literacy Trust and the EFL Diverse Books Scheme, and have been selected to 

receive a donation of books.  

In celebration of World Book Day, we are excited to offer these books, along with 

some additional ones, to our valued partner schools.  

Thank you very much to Burnley Football Club who we work very closely with and we 

look forward to receiving our books shortly. This is a lovely way to celebrate World 

Book Day ensuring the children have a wide selection of books available to help 

develop that passion for reading.  

Burnley Football Club Goodie Bags 

Thank you to Lianne Bradford who returned to SSMJ today to present our 8 years 

5 and 6 girls who represented BFC recently, with goodie bags.  The girls were so 

impressed with their gifts. Thank you to BFC!  

 

 

Stem Challenge  

Congratulations to Eliza, Riley, Louis, Charlie P and Benjamin who's group won the 

Johnson Matthey STEM Challenge for SSMJ and as their score was so high they 

made it through to final which is taking place at The Grand on 11th March. 

 

 

 

 



EYFS Visit to Clitheroe Castle 

 

On Tuesday the EYFS children went to Clitheroe Castle 

and to the museum.  They really enjoyed making a castle 

out of sand and learning all about the defences that the 

castle used to have.  The children then looked around the 

castle before taking part in a dragon race.  The children 

listened well, learned lots and represented the school 

exceptionally.   

 

 

 

 

Girls Football Day 

Wow! What a great day we have had! 

 

To celebrate Girls' Football Day, which is part of tomorrow's National Women's day, 

the girls of SSMJ enjoyed a special football session. The session was led by Ross 

from Clitheroe Wolves, local women's footballer and parent Jules Driver, Mr Currid 

and Mrs Canavan from school.  The girls showed a fantastic attitude and impressed 

the coaches and adults with their skills.  We are definitely lucky to have such 

talented and wonderful girls here at SSMJ and the future looks really bright for 

girls' football, both at our school and in the local area.  Who knows, we may have the 

next future captain of England right here at school! 

 

If anyone is interested in joining a football team, please contact Clitheroe Wolves 

on the contact details provided on their website 

https://clitheroewolvesfc.co.uk/contact-us/ 

https://clitheroewolvesfc.co.uk/contact-us/


 

A big thank you once again to Ross, Jules, Mr Currid and Mrs Canavan for helping us 

to put on this special day for our girls! 

 

Here are some photos from our morning session with Reception class, Year 1 and 

Year 2.  Please look out for the photos from Years 3,4,5 and 6 in next week's edition 

of the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Clubs and Afterschool Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Year 

Group/s 

Teacher Date/Times 

TTRS 4 Mrs Russell Monday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Choir KS2 Mrs Russell Tuesday - Lunchtime 

Multi Sports 1 & 2 Mr Currid Tuesday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Burnley Football Club 5 & 6 Burnley 

Football Club 

Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Create Art Club 1 – 6 Ms Troughton Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Sacramental, Reconciliation 

and Holy Communion 

Selected 

Children 

Miss Massaro Thursday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

 

 

Celebration Assembly  

EYFS  Jessica  

Yr 1 & 2   Ada, Hollie, Lyla and Renato 

Yr 3  Noah, Rocco, Daniel and Archie 

Yr 4   Hubert, Harry, Sadie and Harry 

Yr 5    Penny, Jacob, Nahri and Tristan  

Yr 6   Ava-Rose, Louis, Emily and Chase 



Top Table Winners    

  EYFS – Mateusz 

  Yr 1 – Lilly 

  Yr 2 – Ada 

  Yr 3 – Paul 

  Yr 4 – William 

  Yr 5 – Theo 

  Yr 6 – Alex 

 

Happy birthday to Dexter in Year 5, who celebrated a birthday this week. 
 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 

Date  Event 

Saturday 8th March Laudato Gardening 

Monday 10th March Ribble Valley League B Football 

Wednesday 12th March 10.00 am – Years 1 & 2 and Year 4 – Lent Mass 

Friday 14th March  Reconciliation (during the school day, children only). 

Wednesday 19th March  Cafod Visit 

Saturday 22nd March Laudato Gardening 

 

 

Monday 24th March  Book Fair Week 

 



1.00 pm – 3.00 pm – Year 5 & 6 Swimming Gala 

Wednesday 26th March  10.00 am – EYFS and Year 6 – Lent Mass 

Friday 28th March  PTA – Mother’s Day Stall  

 

Non-uniform day for Chocolate Bingo 

Monday 31st March  Year 6 - Go Velo – Bikability Course  

Tuesday 1st April Year 6 - Go Velo – Bikability Course 

Wednesday 2nd April  EYFS - Go Velo – Bikability Course 

Wednesday 2nd April Parent’s Evening 

Reports sent home 

10.00 am – Years 3 & 5 – Lent Mass 

Thursday 3rd April Parents’ Evening 

 

Friday 4th April  School closes for Easter  

PTA – Chocolate Bingo 

 

Take Care & God Bless. 

Mrs Zoe Mabbott – Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notices from other Companies and Providers 

Notices 

We are often asked to share information about events with you, which we do to support our 

community, and so you can consider whether these are of interest to you.  Please note, 

school is not recommending or validating these events, we are simply passing on the 

information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


