
 

 

 

 

St Michael & St John’s RC Primary School 

Lowergate, Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 1AG 

Headteacher:  Mrs Zoe Mabbott BEd (Hons) NPQH 

 

Telephone: 01200 422560 

Fax:           01200 422531 

E-mail:       bursar@ssmj.lancs.sch.uk 

 

Following the example of Jesus, together we learn, love and respect one another  

to be the best we can be. 

16th May 2025 

Dear Parents and Families, 

 

We begin this week by congratulating our Y6 children on their efforts in their SATS 

this week.  As we tell the children, SATs are important but they do not define them.  

They are an opportunity for the children to shine and demonstrate their learning over 

the past 7 years.  

The children have worked hard and they did their best.  We are very proud of you all! 

 

 

 In Sunday’s Gospel, we listen to the words of Jesus at 

the Last Supper. Jesus gives his friends, the disciples, a 

new commandment – they must love one another as Jesus 

loves them, with whole-hearted and unlimited generosity. 

Love is life’s greatest blessing. St Teresa of Calcutta 

once said, “Love begins at home, and it is not how much we 

do that matters … but how much love we put into it.” 

family and school life become more joyful when we follow Jesus’ command to love one 

another. 

Ask your child to decide on something they can do in the coming days to share their 

love - to love as Jesus loves. 
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Year 6 – Leavers’ Lunch and Hoodies 

 

Today the Y6 children, accompanied by Mr Currid, 

Miss Mabbott, Mrs Davies and I enjoyed a 

celebratory lunch at Maxwell’s after all their hard 

work leading up to and during the SATs.  

 

From today, the Y6 children can attend school in 

full school uniform, but replacing their school 

jumper with their leavers’ hoody. (Hoody picture 

to follow in next week’s newsletter). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

       May the Month of Mary 

 

Every Wednesday morning throughout May, 

Miss Massaro will be leading the month of 

Mary club. All children welcome from 8:15am, 

please meet at the school office.  

 

 

 

 

Sports Day – Friday 23rd May 

 

Our annual Sports Day will take place on 

Friday 23rd May in the morning – weather 

permitting!  

Children will be able to attend school in their 

PE kits for the day and Parents’ are invited 

to spectate.  

The children will be in their house teams, 

first taking part in a carousel of activities 

and then competing in races.  Parents may wish to bring a blanked or foldaway chair to 

sit on.  

 

Parents and Relatives attending are asked to abide by our Safeguarding and Health and 

Safety rules.   

- Please stay in the designated areas 

- Please do not ask your children to come up to you, they need to stay with their 

class and group so we can account for them 

- Please do not give the children food or drink.  They will have water bottles with 

them, fizzy drinks etc. are not permitted and snacks are a choking hazard. 

- Please give all the children plenty of encouragement.  

- Please do not take part post photos of other children on social media as some 

children do not have permission for this.  

 

We look forward to a fun morning, hopefully in the sun, but not too hot! 

 

 

EYFS Children 

 

After half term the children in EYFS should be dropped off and collected from the 

main playground.  This is part of their transition to Year 1. 

 

 

 



The Honey Bees - Our Unexpected Visitors!  

 

On Wednesday we had a colony of honey bees, swarming and nest building under one of 

the picnic benches in the playground.  Local Bee Keeper, Dave Heaton who is a member 

of the Lancashire Bee Keeper Association came on Thursday morning to attempt to re-

colonise them.  He has hopefully safely moved the Queen bee from the nest into one 

of his green boxes, in order that the rest of the bees will follow her into the box.  He 

came back this morning to collect the bees and relocate them to a much quieter home 

in Downham!   

 

We apologise for the inconvenience this may have caused to parents’ having to drop off 

and collect from the school office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Y5 The Grand 

 

Four of our Y5 pupils, Willow, Alexander, Tristan and Elsie-May have represented 

SSMJ over the last few weeks, attending a weekly event at The Grand, to create a 

Podcast about Ribble Valley Gateway Trust - specifically Art 4 All. I was really pleased 

to receive an email to say the children were all so engaged, thoughtful, and asked 

insightful questions and that they left a very positive impression of St Michael's and 

St John's, and their enthusiasm for learning is evident.  

Rachel who sent the email said “Please extend my appreciation to the children 

involved. They are a credit to your school!” 

Well done we are very proud of you all.  

 

 

 

Resilient Minds Workshop 

 

A parent workshop will take place in school on 

Wednesday 21st May at 2.15 pm, this will be an 

introduction to Resilience workshop and 

resources, on how to embed resilience and 

positive coping strategies at home.  The 

workshop will last approximately 45 minutes to 

one hour. Parents will also receive a wellbeing 

support packs.   

 

Please contact school to book a place by Monday 

19th May.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Building Works 

During half term the church roof is being repaired. Scaffolding is being erected at the 

side of school/church. For health and safety reasons.  Parents and older children who 

arrive unaccompanied will not be able to walk down the side of church so will need to 

access the playground via the car park gates.  If you need to walk round you might need 

to allow a little extra time for your journey.  

 

 



 

 

 

PTA Classlist App 

 

A few parents have been unable to process payment for the recent 

PTA events. Please see the link below to download the Classlist app 

and register your child to make any future payments for organised 

events.  

 

https://classlist.page.link/m58MKMpyoHjSAjP48 

 

 

School Lunches  

 

Please can parents be reminded to pre-order pupil lunches on ParentPay to allow for 

kitchen staff to plan and for pupils to receive a meal of their choice.  Thank you.  

 

 

Clubs and Afterschool Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Year 

Group/s 

Teacher Date/Times 

TTRS 4 Mrs Russell Monday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Choir KS2 Mrs Russell Tuesday - Lunchtime 

Burnley Football Club 5 & 6 Burnley 

Football Club 

Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Create Art Club 1 – 6 Ms Troughton Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Sacramental, Reconciliation 

and Holy Communion 

Selected 

Children 

Miss Massaro Thursday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

 

https://classlist.page.link/m58MKMpyoHjSAjP48


 

WE have no birthdays to celebrate this week. 

 

Celebration Assembly  

 

EYFS                Jessica and Charlie 

Yr 1 & 2        Wiktoria, Darcy, Kutenda and Max 

Yr 3             Orla, Freddie, Tommy and Ethan 

Yr 4               Harry, Jiya, Rose and Joshua 

Yr 5                 Eleanor, Mykyta, Una and Michael 

Yr 6                All Year 6 Pupils    

 

Top Table Winners    

 

EYFS   Aleks 

Yr 1 & 2      Ava 

Yr 3                Riley 

Yr 4    Hubert 

Yr 5     Lula-Rose 

Yr 6    Michael 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Diary Dates 

 

Date  Event 

Tuesday 20th May  Years 3 & 4 Eureka Trip  

Wednesday 21st May  2.15 pm – 3.15 pm - Resilience workshop 

Friday 23rd May  Sports Day 

School Closes for Half Term 

Wednesday 4th June  12.30 pm – 2.30 pm – Years 5 & 6 - Hockey Event  

Thursday 5th June  5.30 pm - New September Intake - EYFS Induction  

Tuesday 10th June 9.00 am – 3.00 pm – Years 5 & 6 - Ribble Valley Cricket 

Wednesday 11th June  Burnley’s Gotta Sing Event 

Saturday 14th June  First Communion – Letter to follow regarding format of the day 

Monday 16th June  9.15 am – 11.00 am - New September Intake - EYFS Induction 

Monday 23rd June  Year 6 Transition Prayer  

Tuesday 24th June  1.30 pm – 3.00 pm - New September Intake - EYFS Induction 

Wednesday 25th June  St Augustine’s Year 6 Intake Day  

Friday 27th June Tag Rugby Festival 

St Augustine’s Year 6 Intake Evening 

Wednesday 2nd July  Year 6 Borwick Hall Trip Departs 

Tuesday 8th July Year 6 Blackpool Trip 

Wednesday 9th July  11.00 am – 12.00 noon - New September Intake – Lunch Date 

Thursday 10th July 9.30 am – 11.00 am - Year 6 ‘Moving On Up’ Session  

Friday 11th July  6.00 pm – 9.00 pm - Year 6 Leavers Party – The Old School Rooms 

Monday 14th July  10.00 am - Leavers’ Mass 

Friday 18th July  9.0 am – Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly 

 

 

 



Specific Diary Dates for Year 6  

 

Date  Event 

2nd – 4th July  Borwick Hall Residential  

8th July  Blackpool Pleasure Beach 

9th July  6.00 pm – Leavers’  Play 

10th July  9.30 am – 11.00 am ‘Moving On Up’ Session 

14th July  10.00 am – Leavers’ Mass 

18th July  9.00 am – Leavers’ Assembly 

 
Take Care & God Bless. 

Mrs Zoe Mabbott – Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Notices from other Companies and Providers 

Notices 

We are often asked to share information about events with you, which we do to support our 

community, and so you can consider whether these are of interest to you.  Please note, school 

is not recommending or validating these events, we are simply passing on the information.  

 

 

 

Calling all young pianists….. 

 

Clitheroe Parish Church (St Mary’s) would 

like to invite you to an open day on June 

7th between 10.30am and 12.30pm to come 

and learn more and have a go on the organ!  

This year is “Play the Organ Year” which 

is designed to get more people interested 

in the Church organ and the great sound 

it can produce. This is a free event where 

all are welcome to come and learn more 

and make some noise! There will be a mini 

recital, powerpoint and then the chance to 

play something. Bring some piano music to see how it transcribes or play around with all the 

different stops the organ has to offer. We would love to see you! 

 

For more information contact James Reece Robinson on 

07807386750/lone2000@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 


