
 

 

 

 

St Michael & St John’s RC Primary School 

Lowergate, Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 1AG 

Headteacher:  Mrs Zoe Mabbott BEd (Hons) NPQH 

 

Telephone: 01200 422560 
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Following the example of Jesus, together we learn, love and respect one another  

to be the best we can be. 

18th July 2025 

Dear Parents and Families, 

Farewell, Good Luck and Thank you 

Our Year 6 children have been amazing throughout their time at SSMJ, and they leave 

us fully ready for the next stage of their educational journey. They have created so 

many memories and learnt skills and knowledge whilst developing into the wonderful 

boys and girls they are. 

We wish them luck and every success for the future. We have supported them in 

ensuring they show courage and respect, promote unity, have the highest aspirations 

and show love in everything they do. Thank you for following the example of Jesus and 

for being the best you can be. We hope they look back on their time with us with a 

smile, remembering all they have learned as part of the family and community of SSMJ. 

As I said this morning, in the word of St Catherine of Sienna, ‘Be who God made you to 

be and you will set the world on fire.’ 

As our Year 6 move on, I would like to thank the parents and families for the support 

shown to school throughout the time your child(ren) have been with us, including 

navigating a Global Pandemic! For some, this is the ‘end of an era’ and for others who 

still have siblings at school, we look forward to our continued partnerships.  

As you are aware we say farewell to some staff and welcome some new members of our 

team. We thank them once more for all they have done for the family of SSMJ and 

wish them well in the  

We are also looking forward to our new children in EYFS starting with us. They have 

enjoyed their visits so far. Thank you to all the children for making them so welcome.   
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The Sunday Gospel  

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus knows that household jobs 

are important, but he reminds us how important it is to 

take time to listen to God. Jesus does not force us to 

listen to him, but he knows what’s best for us. Listening is 

a sign of real love – it’s a powerful way of showing that we 

care. Ask your child if they know someone who is a really 

good listener. Who does your child like to listen to? Do 

they know people who speak with kindness and love, and 

want good things for them and others? 

 

 

Prayer Friends Tea Party  

 

On Tuesday, the children from the Sacramental 

Programme met with their prayer friends from 

the parish. They shared refreshments and 

enjoyed talking to one another. The choir then 

treated us all to some beautiful singing. What a 

lovely afternoon! Thank you to all the staff who 

helped to prepare and o the day and to our 

amazing cook Amanda.  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Miss Massaro  

Congratulations in advance to Miss Massaro and her fiancé who are getting married 

over the summer.  We wish them a wonderful wedding day and look forward to 

celebrating it with them.  On return in September, Miss Massaro will be Mrs Whyman. 

   

Congratulations to you both.  

 

 

Wellbeing Warriors 

 

After looking at the letters received for the new posts of Wellbeing Warriors we are 

pleased to announce that Phoebe and Lula will be taking over from Erin and Theodore 

next year. 
 

The Wellbeing Warriors were able to give a sizeable donation of sportswear to Mr 

Peter Walshe, who recently contacted school for help with his project supporting a 

primary school in Uganda, called Kyabahinga Primary School. Thank you to everyone who 

supported this great cause and we look forward to helping him again in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Y6 Leavers’ Mass 
 

Thank you to Father for celebrating a lovely Mass for our Y6 pupils on Monday.   

Thank you to the children who read, to the whole school for their wonderful signing 

and the parents, relatives and members of the parish who were there to support 

them.  

 

 

 



Year 6 Leavers’ Lunch  

 

Our Leavers’ Lunch took place on 16th July.  Parents were treated to a recording of the 

fun the children had during the Leavers’ Assembly today. Thank you to our cook, 

Amanda, and to the staff who supported at lunchtime. 

   
 

 
 

Football News 

 

A huge congratulations to Roman in Year 5. Two 

weeks ago he went for trials to represent the 

Hyndburn and Ribble Valley District Schools 

Football Association for the upcoming 2025-2026 

season. He completed trials in which he competed 

against 75 other children from local schools, he 

was one of only 15 selected for the squad. This is 

a brilliant opportunity. Well done Roman, we are 

very proud of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Pools to Schools  

 

A separate letter has been sent out about this and we will send reminders ahead of 

the 3rd September. 

 

 

Women’s Euros Competition in collaboration with Burnley Football Club  
 

To celebrate the Women’s Euros and in partnership 

with our phenomenal Women’s First Team, we’re 

thrilled to launch a special competition for children 

with a signed Burnley FC shirt up for grabs! 

Please find attached a video explaining the 

competition from our fantastic, Women's First 

Team players, Emma Siddall and Heidi Logan. Please 

feel free to share this with your children and 

families. 

Entry is free and open to all children. 

To take part, simply click the link below and answer 

four quick questions: 

1. Which nations will be in the final? 

2. What will the final score be? 

3. Who will score? 

4. In what minute will the first goal be scored? 

The closest prediction will win the signed shirt, which will be delivered in September. 

Please note: Year 6 children are welcome to enter, and we will liaise with their 

secondary schools to ensure delivery if they win. 

https://forms.office.com/e/4X4Ft5rq9K 

Best of luck! 

 

Music Lessons  

 

If your child is interested in peripatetic music lessons from September, please see 

the link below for more details. 

 

https://uklancashire.speedadmin.dk/registration#/ 
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School Lunches  

 

Please can parents ensure you pre-order pupil 

lunches on ParentPay to allow for kitchen staff to 

plan and for pupils to receive a meal of their choice 

and to avoid food waste.  Thank you.  

 

Our catering team are offering a cold option of a 5 

item packed lunch each day from now until October.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs and Afterschool Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All clubs and activities will be finalised when children return in September.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Happy birthday to Alfie in Year 1, who celebrated a birthday this week.  

We would also like to wish a very happy birthday to Coby in EYFS, Renato in Year 1, 

Isla in Year 2, Paul, Darcy and Riley in Year 3, Frank, Euan and Charlie in Year 4, Henry 

and Phoebe in Year 5 and Louis, Nancy-Rae and Ava in Year 6 who will all celebrate a 

birthday over the summer holidays.  

 

Celebration and Leavers’ Assembly  

There was no celebration assembly this week due to our annual Y6 Leavers’ Assembly 

where we celebrated our wonderful Year 6 children.  Thank you to all the parents and 

relatives who attended and for your kind works for the staff and I.  

 

A Final Thank you from Me.  

I would like to thank everyone who has been part of our journey during 24-25. 

To all who have been part of our school and parish family and have supported school in 

ensuring we all ‘follow the example of Jesus so we can be the best we can be’. 

Thank you to our parents and families, to the staff, to Father Paul, the parishioners 

who supported the Sacramental Program, the Friends of SSMJ, student helpers, 

volunteers, those from other companies we have worked with and our Board of 

dedicated voluntary governors, but most importantly to the children.  

We continue to be blessed with a wonderful community and family here at SSMJ and 

this is due to the dedication and commitment of all who are involved with our school. 

On behalf of the staff and governors, thank you for the kind words, cards and gifts 

received.  

Have a lovely, restful and safe summer. Thank you for your continued support and we 

look forward to our continuing partnership in the new school year. 

 

 



 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 

Date  Event 

Wednesday 3rd September   School Re-opens 

Tuesday 23rd September  10.00 am ~ Year 1 & 2 Library Visit to Clitheroe Library  

Thursday 25th September  10.00 am ~ EYFS Library Visit to Clitheroe Library  

Monday 29th September  Let’s go Sing ~ First School Visit  

Monday 6th October  TriKids Triathlon Activates  - Whole School Event 

Monday 13th October  Individual School Photographs 

Friday 24th October  School closes for half term 

 

 
Take Care & God Bless. 

Mrs Zoe Mabbott – Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Notices from other Companies and Providers 

Notices 

We are often asked to share information about events with you, which we do to support our 

community, and so you can consider whether these are of interest to you.  Please note, school 

is not recommending or validating these events, we are simply passing on the information.  

 

 

 

 

Summer Crash Course is Back!

Would your ch i ld benefit from attending a swimming 
course?

During the summer school break we wil l  be running 
5-day crash course swimming sessions 07:00-

11:00am

These courses wil l  consist  of 5x 30-minute, morning 
lessons.

Monday 28 - Fr iday 1st August

Monday 4 th – Fr iday 8th August

Monday 11th – Fr iday 15th August

Monday 18th- Fr iday 22ndAugust

If your child is a non-swimmer, beginner, or just needs 
to gain a confidence boost and you would like to use 
this opportunity for them to learn/improve an essential 
l ife skill, please contact Ribblesdale pool reception on      
01200 424825 to book your place.

Summer Crash 
Course.

Course fee £33.00 
for a 5-day block 

booking.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 


