
 

 

St Michael & St John’s RC Primary School 

Lowergate, Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 1AG 
Headteacher:  Mrs Zoe Mabbott BEd (Hons) NPQH 

 
Telephone: 01200 422560 

E-mail:       bursar@ssmj.lancs.sch.uk 
 
 

Following the example of Jesus, together we learn, love and respect one another  

to be the best we can be. 

  

21st November 2025 

Dear Parents and Families, 

This week we welcomed Harper to EYFS and Noah in Year 2 as part of the SSMJ 

family.  

 

The Sunday Gospel  

 

 This Sunday we celebrate the feast of Christ the King. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, the leaders, the soldiers and the 

people all mock Jesus as God’s Chosen One and as King.  

Jesus forgave those who crucified him.  

In life, we all make mistakes, but we also receive mercy 

as a gift from God, and it is a gift we are called to share 

with others. 

Mercy is a virtue. Ask your child what the word ‘mercy’ 

means to them. 

Being compassionate, being patient with others even if we are being treated unfairly, 

forgiving others (even if we feel they don’t deserve forgiveness), sometimes giving 

people more than they deserve, these are just some ways of showing mercy. 
 

 

Advent Club with Mrs Whyman  

 

Advent club will start on Thursday 4th December before school at 8:15am. This club 

is open to all children and will run every Thursday before school throughout 

December. We will be using Mark 10 Mission resources to support the children's 

learning which include videos, prayers, hymns and activity sheets. Please meet at the 

school office.  
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GET CAUGHT PRAYING IS BACK! 
 

We are asking for photographs of the children getting caught praying in different 

environments. This could be at home, in the garden, in the car, on the football pitch 

or anywhere! 

 

Please send entries to class teachers via ClassDojo or to Mrs Whyman via email, 

owhyman@ssmj.lancs.sch.uk 

 

All entries will be put on a display in school and this year, there will be a prize for the 

most unusual place to get caught praying from each class. 

 

Get caught praying will run throughout November and winners will be announced the 

first week of December. Thank you for the photographs so far.  Our children have 

been ‘Caught Praying’ in some very interesting places.  

 

Year 4 Football Competition  
 

On Monday this week Year 4 took part in an inter-school competition at Roefield 

Leisure.  

 

The boys all played brilliantly and should have probably won, but we were beaten by 

the dreaded penalty shoot-out. 

 

Congratulations to: Tommy, Hugo, Theo, Alessandro, Freddie, Noah, Hugo, Rocco and 

Paul. 
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Year 4 Trip – ‘Rivers in the Classroom’  

Today, Year 4 took part in an 'Exploring 

the River Landscape' session with Ribble 

Valley River Trust.  Throughout the 

morning, we were transported back in 

time to millions of years ago to see how 

the landscape on Earth was formed and 

how it changed.  After that we discussed 

how water was used to power machinery 

during the industrial revolution.  Later we 

used a model of a landscape to show how 

rivers flow and how we can affect the way 

they flow by planting trees and making 

dams.  Here are a few pictures, but please 

check out your class page on our website, 

where there are more pictures from 

today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Developing our Multi-Purpose Room 

 

Our amazing PTA have been working hard to secure items for our multi-purpose room, 

organising fun events for the children.  Presently, we need at least another £1000 to 

be able to undertake the work to transform the room so that children can use the 

room for cooking, DT and creativity. 

 

We appreciate parents have just supported our charity fundraising with the Lioness 

event, but if you are able to support us in reaching the final target so the work can 

start, we would be very grateful. 

 

A link to the Just Giving page is here:  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ssmj?utm_term=4963W9RrD&utm_medi

um=FA&utm_source=CL 

 

At present our target is £1000 and we do not have any donations.  

 

 

Battle of the Bands  

 

 
 

This week we have reintroduced our ‘Battle of the Bands’ competition between 

classes.  Every time a pupil plays a game on any mode in Times Table Rock Stars and 

gets a question right, they earn a point for their class.  The children can earn points 

both in school and at home.   

Each week in Celebration Assembly, the top three most valuable players in each 

participating class will be awarded a certificate and the overall winning class 

announced.   

The winning class this week was… Class 4/5! 
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PTA Christmas Fayre 

 

The annual school Christmas Fayre, will be held afterschool on Friday 5th December.   

It was wonderful to see the children in their own clothes yesterday and thank you 

very much for all the bottles and chocolate sent in to support the PTA and school as 

we plan the Christmas Fayre. 

We will be holding another non-uniform day on Thursday 27th November, to help 

raise donations for the Fayre.  

 

We would be most grateful of donations listed below and we thank you as always for 

your ongoing support:  

 

Non-uniform Date Infants Juniors 

Thursday 27th November  

Secret Santa  

Secret Santa – Please could we ask for a wrapped 

new/unused Secret Santa gift for when this takes 

place in school. If you could identify who the gift is 

suitable for i.e. infant girl or boy OR junior girl or boy. 
 

 

More details about the logistics of the event and a risk assessment will follow nearer 

to the date.  

 

Thank you for your support.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Saturday Flu Vaccinations Clinic  

 

Just a reminder the NHS team will be holding a follow up flu vaccination clinic on 

Saturday 22nd November, between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm at their Burnley base.   

 

Clinic address:  

Lancashire Digital Technology Centre 

Bancroft Road 

Burnley  

BB10 2TP  

 

If your child has not yet received their flu vaccine, please call to book an appointment 

on 0333 358 3397 (Option 2, then option 2).  

 

 

EYFS Prospective Parents 

 

If you have been unable to attend any of our Open Days you are more than welcome 

to come and see our school in action, please telephone the school and we will make an 

appointment for you.  It has been lovely to hear the visitors talk about our ‘family 

feel’ and ‘calm atmosphere.’  Thank you. 

 

 

Car Parking – Polite Reminder  

 

We kindly ask all parents and carers to be respectful when parking near the school in 

residential areas.  Please can we ask parents’ not to park on the resident only car park 

or parking spaces on Bayley Fold, please do not block pathways or park on surrounding 

pavements, or in unsafe areas.  Our neighbours have raised concerns again and by 

taking extra care we can keep positive relationships within our community and ensure 

the safety of our children.  Thank you for your support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Shoe Box Appeal  

 

Thank you to all the Parents and Children who have supported the Shoe Box appeal so 

far this year.  Just a reminder all shoe boxes will need to be returned to school by 

Tuesday 25th November.  

 

Details of how you can help are on the poster below and a copy of the poster has also 

been sent home. 

 

Please ensure each box is labelled for either: Boy/Girl and Age of child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING CLASS  

 

Following previous years success, please join Friends of SSMJ for a festive evening 

of wreath making! 

 

Two dates are available: 

🎄Thursday 27th November 

🎄 Friday 28th November.  

Arrival at 6:15PM for a 6:30PM start. 

 

All wreaths will be created from scratch using fresh festive foliage and there will be 

a variety if decorations to choose from. No experience is necessary, you will receive 

full tuition from an experienced florist on the night. 

 

Tickets are just £35pp, inclusive of your own wreath to take home, decorative 

materials, mince pies, prosecco, mulled wine and tea and coffee. 

 

Event to be held at St Michael and St John's RC Primary School, Lowergate, 

Clitheroe, BB7 1AG 

 

Tickets to be purchased through Classlist: 

https://app.classlist.com/parent/#/events/view/1362740775?s=903500776&utm_

source=SCHOOL&utm_medium=SHARED_LINK 
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Festive Christmas Lunch  

 

We be holding our annual Christmas lunch on Wednesday 17th December, this year 

children will receive a festive Christmas picnic box containing a choice of sandwich, 

along with a sausage roll, slice of pizza, nacho’s and a festive dessert. Please book 

your lunch by Monday 1st December on Parent Pay if you would like your child to 

participate.  

 

 
 



 

Come and See our ‘Outstanding’ Catholic School in Action  

 

Does your child start school in September 2026?  

 

If so, the closing date for primary applications for September 2026 is Thursday 15th 

January 2026.  

 

We invite families of children looking for a primary place for September 2026 to 

come and view the school in action, talk to Mrs Mabbott (Headteacher) and to some 

of our Pupil Leaders and to ask any questions you have.  

 

We are a catholic school but this does not mean your child has to be Catholic to 

attend. We welcome children of all faiths and backgrounds and are a fully inclusive 

school.  

 

Please read our recent Catholic School Inspection Report and most recent Ofsted 

Report to find out a little more about our school.  

https://www.ssmj.lancs.sch.uk/catholic-school-inspection-report-july-2024/  

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-michael-and-st-johns-

roman-catholic-primary-school/UploadedDocument/351cc94c-156c-465c-988b-

aef044b83365/10268317-st-michael-and-st-johns-roman-catholic-primary-

school-clith.pdf  

 

 

Primary School Admissions  

 

School admissions are now open. 

 

If your child is in their last year of pre-school/nursery you can now apply for their 

primary school place at:  Starting primary school (reception) - Lancashire County 

Council 

It's quick and easy to do and you will receive email confirmation of your application.  

You must apply even if you already have siblings in school. If you live in Lancashire, 

you can include out of area preferences on your online application.  

The closing date for primary applications for September 2025 is on Thursday 15th 

January 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ssmj.lancs.sch.uk/catholic-school-inspection-report-july-2024/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-michael-and-st-johns-roman-catholic-primary-school/UploadedDocument/351cc94c-156c-465c-988b-aef044b83365/10268317-st-michael-and-st-johns-roman-catholic-primary-school-clith.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-michael-and-st-johns-roman-catholic-primary-school/UploadedDocument/351cc94c-156c-465c-988b-aef044b83365/10268317-st-michael-and-st-johns-roman-catholic-primary-school-clith.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-michael-and-st-johns-roman-catholic-primary-school/UploadedDocument/351cc94c-156c-465c-988b-aef044b83365/10268317-st-michael-and-st-johns-roman-catholic-primary-school-clith.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-michael-and-st-johns-roman-catholic-primary-school/UploadedDocument/351cc94c-156c-465c-988b-aef044b83365/10268317-st-michael-and-st-johns-roman-catholic-primary-school-clith.pdf
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/starting-primary-school/?page=2
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/starting-primary-school/?page=2


 

Clubs and Afterschool Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Year Group/s Teacher Date/Times 

Football Club 3 & 4 Progessive Sports  Monday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Burnley Football Club 5 & 6 Burnley Football Club Tuesday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

Gymnastics   3 & 4  Yuliia  Tuesday 3.30 – 4.20 pm 

Multi Sports EYFS, 1 & 2  Progessive Sports Thursday 3.30 – 4.30 pm 

 

Progressive Sports activates will need to be booked via their website and Burnley 

Football Club and Gymnastics can be booked via Parent Pay. 

 

We have no birthdays to celebrate this week.  

 

Celebration Assembly  

 

EYFS   Ralph, Hugo and Harper   

Yr 1 & 2  Aleks, Freya, Charlie, Rupert and Noah 

Yr 3 & 4   Arthur, Archie, Ezra and Isla 

Yr 4 & 5    Jiya, Paul, Darcey and Nora 

Yr 6        Edgar, Isabella, Pyper and Eleanor 

 

 

 



 

Top Table Winners    

 

EYFS  Noah   

Yr 1  Matty  

Yr 2  Renato   

Yr 3  Isla  

Yr 4  Hugo   

Yr 5  Harry  

Yr 6  Dexter     

 

 

 

Diary Dates  

 

Date  Event 

Friday 21st November  Year 4 – ‘Rivers in the Classroom’ River Ribble Trust   

Tuesday 25th November  Shoe Box Appeal ~ Please return any shoe boxes by today 

Thursday 27th November Non-Uniform Day – Secret Santa 

6.15 pm ~ PTA Christmas Wreath Making at School 

Friday 28th November 6.15 pm ~ PTA Christmas Wreath Making at School 

Wednesday 3rd December Let’s Go Sing Visit @ SSMJ – School Choir 

Thursday 4th December  10.00 am ~ Whole School Advent Mass ~ Parents’ welcome  

Friday 5th December No Celebration Assembly 

 3.30 pm – 5.30 pm ~ Christmas Fayre  

Monday 8th December  2.30 pm ~ EYFS & KS1 Nativity  

Tuesday 9th December 9.30 am ~ EYFS & KS1 Nativity 

Wednesday 10th December  PM ~ School Pantomime Trip 

Thursday 11th December 4.00 pm ~ Year 1 & 2 curling at SARCHS  

Monday 15th December 4.00 pm ~ KS2 Nativity  



Tuesday 16th December  AM ~ EYFS Trip to the Cathedral  

6.00 pm ~ KS2 Nativity 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 19th December  1.30 pm ~ School Closes for Christmas (Early Closure)  

Monday 5th January  School Re-opens 

Tuesday 6th January  10.00 am ~ Whole School Epiphany Mass ~ Parents’ Welcome 

 

 

 

Take Care & God Bless. 

Mrs Zoe Mabbott – Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST MICHAEL & ST JOHN’S HOLIDAY LIST 2025/2026 

 

Autumn Term 2025 
 

Re-open on:   Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

Half Term    Monday 27th October to Friday 31th October 2025 (inclusive) 

Christmas Holiday  Early closure on Friday 19th December 2025 

   

    (Number of openings: 73)  

 

 

Spring Term 2025 

 

Re-open on:    Monday 5th January, 2026 

Half Term    Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026 

(inclusive) 

INSET DAY    Monday 23rd February 2026 

Easter Break   Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April 2026 (inclusive) 

 

     (Number of openings: 58) 

  

Summer Term 2026 

 

Re-open on:   Monday 20th April 2026  

Bank Holiday       Monday 4th May 2026 

Half Term    Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026 (inclusive) 

Summer Holiday   Early closure on Friday 17th July 2026 

 

     (Number of openings: 59)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notices from other Companies and Providers 

Notices 

We are often asked to share information about events with you, which we do to support our 

community, and so you can consider whether these are of interest to you.  Please note, school 

is not recommending or validating these events, we are simply passing on the information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 


