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Following the example of Jesus, together we learn, love and respect one another  

to be the best we can be.  

17th July 2026 

Dear Parents and Families, 

Farewell, Good Luck and Thank you. 

Our Year 6 children have been amazing throughout their time at SSMJ, and they leave 

us fully ready for the next stage of their educational journey. They have created so 

many memories and learnt skills and knowledge whilst developing into the wonderful boys 

and girls they are. We wish them luck and every success for the future. We have 

supported them in ensuring they show courage and respect, promote unity, have the 

highest aspirations and show love in everything they do.  

Thank you for following the example of Jesus and for being the best you can be. We 

hope they look back on their time with us with a smile, remembering all they have learned 

as part of the family and community of SSMJ.  

As I said this morning, in the word of St Oscar Romero ‘Aspire not to have more, but to 

be more.’ As our Year 6 move on, I would like to thank the parents and families for the 

support shown to school throughout the time your children have been with us, including 

navigating a Global Pandemic!  

For some, this is the ‘end of an era’ and for others who still have siblings at school, we 

look forward to our continued partnerships.  

As you are aware we say farewell to Mrs Younis and Mrs Stephenson. We thank them 

once more for all they have done for the family of SSMJ and wish them well in the 

future. 

We are also looking forward to our new children in EYFS starting with us. They have 

enjoyed their visits so far.  

Thank you to all the children for making them so welcome. 
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The Sunday Gospel 

 

 

This Sunday’s Gospel reminds us that the Kingdom of God 

is growing all around us. We live in a world where we see 

both good and bad and we can choose to be like the wheat 

or the weeds. We all make mistakes, but God is loving and 

patient and gives us time to grow into the people we were 

created to be. Ask your child what the word ‘growing’ 

means to them (other than increasing in height). Tell your 

child how they’ve grown as a person (and in goodness) 

during this school year. 
 
 

Year 6 Leavers’ Mass 

 

Thank you to Father for celebrating a lovely Mass for our Y6 pupils on Monday. Thank 

you to the children who read, to the whole school for their wonderful signing and the 

parents, relatives and members of the parish who were there to support them. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Critters Interactive  

 

Last Friday afternoon the children of EYFS, Y1 and Y2 had some special visitors to the 

classroom. Critters Interactive brought snakes and a wide range of creepy crawlies for 

the children to look at and to carefully touch. The children learned about the habitats 

and the regions of the world the creatures originated in. Lots of fun was had by all. The 

children were very brave the adults less so! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Coach James  

 

Congratulations to Coach James as we 

celebrate his promotion. Thank you for 

all your hard work over the last 2 years, 

the children and staff will really miss 

you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pools to Schools 

A separate letter has been sent out about this and we will send reminders ahead of 

the 3rd September. 

 

 

 

Music Lessons 

 

If your child is interested in peripatetic music lessons from September, please see the 

link below for more details. 

 
Registration - Cultural Services: Lancashire Music Service 

 

 

 

 

 

https://uklancashire.speedadmin.dk/registration#/


 

 

Year 6 Leavers’ Lunch  

 

On Wednesday, the Year 6 children had a special lunch provided by the kitchen staff. 

The children enjoyed a delicious meal together with their friends and teachers and even 

had a dance to some of their favourite tunes!  Thank you to Amanda and Laura for 

preparing the food and providing the table decorations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Young Writers and Young Artists 

 

On Thursday, Mr Foley from Holden Clough Garden Centre and Mrs Jones from the 

Rotary Club, visited school to present prizes to the children who entered the Young 

Writer and Young Artist competitions, earlier in the year.  

 

A special congratulations goes to Pyper and Roman in Year 6 who won 1st and 2nd Prize in 

the Young Writer competition and to Hollie who achieved 2nd prize in the Young artist 

competition.  Many other children also received fantastic prizes in recognition of their 

wonderful entries, and every child got to take home a plant, kindly donated by Holden 

Clough Garden Centre. 

 

We are incredibly proud of everyone who took part, well done!  

 

 

 

 

 

Book bags and Rucksacks – September  

 

Further to previous communication, we are keen to reduce both the number and size of 

bags that children bring into school. From September, children should:  

 Bring their PE kit to school in a named PE bag and leave it in school. This can 

remain in school for a half term and then be taken home for washing. 

 Use a green school book bag (available from uniform suppliers) to carry reading 

books, letters and homework. 

We have systems in place to support this: 

 Lunch bags should be placed on the lunch trolleys. 

 Reusable water bottles should be taken directly to classrooms. 

If a child needs to bring a rucksack, this must be as small as possible. Corridor space is 

limited, and large bags frequently fall from pegs, creating a potential trip hazard. 

 

Thank you for your support in helping us to keep our school environment safe and well 

organised. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pre-ordering School Meals 

 

 

A gentle reminder to all parents and carers that 

school lunches should be pre-booked through 

ParentPay.  Please ensure your child’s meal choices are 

selected in advance so that our catering team can 

accurately prepare lunches each day, and your child 

receives a meal of their choice, this also prevents 

food wastage.  Thank you for your co-operation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Survey – The Big Future  

 

 
 

Dame Rachel de Souza from The Children’s Commissioner’s office is asking for children 

to take part in a national survey ‘The Big Future’. 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture. 

 

Children can access the link above, to give their experiences, views and aspirations about 

what it is like to be a child in today’s world. The survey will ask children about the 

changes they want to see in their communities, their biggest concerns, and their hopes 

for the future.  More than anything, they would like to know what children think a good 

childhood should look like now and in the future.  

 

Further details can also be found on this website: The Big Future | Children's 

Commissioner for England 
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‘Our Little Chefs Kitchen’  

 

 

 

 

 

The Tesco Blue Token Scheme is now running until the end of July, 

please remember to pick up your blue tokens while shopping in Tesco’s 

Clitheroe. Thank you for your support.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs and Afterschool Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All clubs and activities will be finalised when children return in September.  

 

Celebration and Leavers’ Assembly  

There was no celebration assembly this week due to our annual Y6 Leavers’ Assembly 

where we celebrated our wonderful Year 6 children.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy birthday to Alfie in Year 2 who will celebrate a birthday this week.   

 

We would also like to wish Callie and Hugo in EYFS, Coby in Year 1, Leo and Renato in 

Year 2, Isla and Ezra in Year 3, Paul, Riley and Darcey in Year 4, Frank, Charlie W and 

Euan in Year 5, Phoebe and Henry in Year 6, who will all celebrate a birthday over the 

summer holidays.  

 

A Final Thank you From Me 

I would like to thank everyone who has been part of our journey during 25-26. To all 

who have been part of our school and parish family and have supported school in ensuring 

we all ‘follow the example of Jesus so we can be the best we can be’. 

Thank you to our parents and families, to the staff, to Father Paul, the parishioners who 

supported the Sacramental Program, the Friends of SSMJ, student helpers, volunteers, 

those from other companies we have worked with and our Board of dedicated voluntary 

governors, but most importantly to the children. We continue to be blessed with a 

wonderful community and family here at SSMJ and this is due to the dedication and 

commitment of all who are involved with our school. 

On behalf of the staff and governors, thank you for the kind words, cards and 

gifts received. 

Have a lovely, restful and safe summer. 

Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to our continuing partnership 

in the new school year. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Diary Dates 

 

Date  Event 

Thursday 3rd September  School re-opens 

Thursday 3rd September  Pool to Schools swimming lessons commence 

Friday 4th September  Welcome back assembly & pupil leadership announcements  

Monday 7th September  1.00 pm – 3.00 pm ~ MySkillz Project at The Grand 

Monday 14th September 1.00 pm – 3.00 pm ~ MySkillz Project at The Grand 

5.00 pm SARCHS Prospective Parents’ Evening  

Wednesday 16th September Meet the teacher evening 

Thursday 17th September 6.00 – 8.30 pm ~ Bowland High School Prospective Parents’ 

Evening 

Monday 21st September 1.00 pm – 3.00 pm ~ MySkillz Project at The Grand 

Tuesday 22nd September  Let’s Go Sing visiting the school Choir and Mrs Russell 

Thursday 24th September  9.30 – 10.30 am ~ EYFS Open Day 

 6.00 – 7.00 pm ~ SARCHS welcome Mass  

Monday 28th September  1.00 pm – 3.00 pm ~ MySkillz Project at The Grand 

Wednesday 30th September  SEND Coffee Morning 

Thursday 1st October  National Poetry Day 

 5.00 – 7.00 pm ~ SARCHS Open Evening 

Friday 2nd October Harvest Celebration Assembly  

Monday 5th October 1.00 pm – 3.00 pm ~ MySkillz Project at The Grand 

Tuesday 6th October  2.00 – 3.00 pm ~ EYFS Open Evening  

Friday 9th October Mental Health Day – Pupils asked to wear yellow 

Monday 12th October  School photographs  

1.00 pm – 3.00 pm ~ MySkillz Project at The Grand 

5.00 pm ~ MySkillz Showcase at The Grand 

Wednesday 21st October  Parents’ Evening 



 

 

Thursday 22nd October  Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 22nd October School Closes for half term holiday  

Monday 2nd November  School re-opens 

 

 
 

 

Take Care & God Bless. 

Mrs Zoe Mabbott – Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST MICHAEL & ST JOHN’S HOLIDAY LIST 2026/2027 

 

Autumn Term 2026 
 

Re-open on:  Thursday 3rd September 2026 

 INSET DAY    Friday 23rd October 2026 

Half Term   Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2026        

     (inclusive) 

 Re-open on:    Monday 2nd November 2026 

Christmas Holiday  Early closure on Friday 18th December 2026 

   

    (Number of openings: 71)  

 

 

Spring Term 2027 

 

Re-open on: Tuesday 5th January 2027 

 INSET DAY   Friday 29th January 2027  

 Half Term            Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027    

     (inclusive) 

INSET DAY Monday 22nd February 2027 

Re-open on:  Tuesday 23rd February 2027  

 Easter Break   Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027 (inclusive) 

 

     (Number of openings: 51) 

  

Summer Term 2027 

 

Re-open on:   Monday 12th April 2027  

Bank Holiday       Monday 3rd May 2027 

 Half Term   Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027 (inclusive) 

Re-open on:    Monday 7th June 2027 

 Summer Holiday  Early closure on Wednesday 21st July 2027 

 

     (Number of openings: 67)  

      

(Total number of openings: 189) 

 



 

 

Notices from other Companies and Providers 

Notices 

We are often asked to share information about events with you, which we do to support our 

community, and so you can consider whether these are of interest to you.  Please note, school is 

not recommending or validating these events, we are simply passing on the information.  

 

Leaping Lizards Play Centre 

Please use the link below to view the events which are taking place at Leaping Lizards 

Play Centre: 

Events – Leaping Lizards Play Centre 

 

 

Clitheroe Churches Holiday Fun is back! 

 

This Summer, in the week beginning 17th August, come and take part in games, crafts 

and activities at the churches in Clitheroe each morning (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday), followed by a free lunch. These fun mornings are really suitable for children 

aged 0-11 with their parents or carers and are completely free of charge, but booking 

is essential.  

 

Booking is now open at www.loveclitheroe.com/holidayfun  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leapinglizardsplaycentre.co.uk/events/
http://www.loveclitheroe.com/holidayfun


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 



 

 

 


