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Following the example of Jesus, together we learn, love
and respect one another to be the best we can be.



St Michael & St John’s Roman is a Catholic Primary School where every person is
helped to do their best and to succeed in a place of love, peace and safety,
following the teachings of Jesus. Religious Education is at the heart of our school,
it is the core of the core, and is more than a National Curriculum subject; it is at
the centre of what we do, say and believe.

Aims:

“Following the example of Jesus, together we learn, love and respect one another to be the
best we can be”

The Mission Statement of the school allows us to communicate an understanding of
the redeeming love of Jesus Christ, underpinning the ethos of the school and its
nurturing role.

It is the mission of the school to bring this into being. Thus at St Michael & St
John’s:

Learn

We encourage our children to achieve their true potential and to take full
advantage of all opportunities offered to equip them for their spiritual and
educational journey.

Love

We believe that each child is a unique creation belonging to God and made in His
image. We want out children to recognise this, as they develop their self-esteem
and build relationships.

Respect

We support out children in appreciating their individual talents and in valuing the
gifts given to others. We encourage the children to recognise that they are equally
valued within school and the wider community.

Our school values are central to school life, and they are linked to Scripture:

Aspirations Philippians 4:13
Love 1 Corinthians 13:4-8
Respect Luke 6:13

Courage Joshua 1:9

Unity Galatians 3:28

At our school, we offer the children an exciting and faith filled Religious Education
curriculum which is absorbed throughout every aspect of school life. Through the
outstanding provision we make, we ensure that children leave our school
religiously literate and engaged in the world and people around them, filled with
knowledge, understanding and skills so that they can reflect spiritually, think



ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious
commitment in everyday life.

Through our Religious Education teaching we aim to develop our children’s
religious growth: to help develop children’s own beliefs, values and attitudes
through an exploration of Christ’s and the Apostles’ teachings as found in
Scripture, the examination of religious language and symbolism, along with their
shared human experience. We appreciate every child’s individual relationship
with God and strive to give each child the opportunity to explore the language of
religious experience through: stories, visitors, religious education visits, artefacts,
religious activities, collective worship, I.C.T, drama, forest schools, art and music.

We work closely together with the home, our Parish Priest and the Parish
community of Our Lady of the Valley, so that we can present Christian events,
messages and ways of life in a systematic way with regard to each individual child
and their potential.

For us, Religious Education is for all. Religious Education is as academically
respected as other core curriculum areas. Within the classroom, teachers use a
variety of styles and strategies, to reinforce the Christian message we as a
Catholic school uphold. Our children’s experience of belonging to a caring
community offers our children a strong sense of self-worth and an awareness of
the demands of religious commitment in everyday life.

With emphasis on Roman Catholic beliefs and practices, we include appropriate
materials about other faiths and world religions to encourage our children to be
tolerant and respectful towards those with differing beliefs or none and to know the
place significance of Christianity and other world religions in the contemporary
world, in the surrounding wider and local communities, and within the Parish.
Engagement with their own and others beliefs and values will help develop and
nurture good attitudes and dispositions so that children are instilled with a love of
learning and a desire to go on learning. At St Michael and St John’s, we strive to
foster a loving relationship between our children, staff and members of the school
community. This relationship reflects the commandment of Jesus:

‘to love one another as I have loved you.’ John 13: 34 - 35.

Engagement with difficult questions of meaning and purpose which everyone has
to face, enables our children to think critically about their own questions of
meaning and purpose.

Our outcome for Religious Education, as stated in the Curriculum Directory for
Catholic Schools (2023):

e To present engagingly a comprehensive content which is the basis of
knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith

e To enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological
understanding and be able to communicate this effectively



e To present an authentic vision of the Church's moral and social teaching so
that pupils can make a critique of the underlying trends in contemporary
culture and society

e To raise pupils' awareness of the faith and traditions of other religious
communities in order to respect and understand them

e To develop the critical faculties of pupils so that they can relate their
Catholic faith to daily life

e To stimulate pupils' imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning
as revealed in the truth of the Catholic faith

e To enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through Religious
Education to their understanding of other subjects in the curriculum

e To bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between faith
and culture.

Curriculum Time Allocation

As recommended by the Bishops’ Conference, we dedicate at least 10% of
curriculum time to Religious Education. This is 2 hours 15 minutes in EYFS and
KS1 and 2 hours 30 minutes in KS2. This does not include Collective Worship or
Catholic Social Teaching.

Religious Education Curriculum

At St Michael and St John’s, we take into the child’s age, individual needs and ability.
We invest in continuous professional development in order to improve knowledge
and understanding and to create engaging and challenging teaching and learning
opportunities for each and every child.

The curriculum is carefully planned and implemented

to ensure progression of knowledge, skills and
understanding. The curriculum has been developed using
the scheme ‘Come and See’, with the delivery of each topic
taught in three parts, Explore, Reveal and Respond
(Rejoice).

The aim of this programme is to explore the religious dimension of questions
about life, dignity and purpose within the Catholic tradition. Links are made
with the pupil's own experiences and with universal experience. Links are
also made with the experience of other faith traditions. The programme is
therefore both 'objective' and 'subjective'.



For all children the programme will raise questions and provide materials for
reflecting on their own experience. It will help them to explore the beliefs,
values and way of life of the Catholic tradition and where appropriate, of
other faith traditions.

The programme does not presume that children come from committed
Catholic families. For those from committed Catholic families, it will deepen
and enrich their understanding and living of their faith. For those from other
faiths or none, it will provide a means of exploring the beliefs and practices
of the Catholic faith.

Overview of Content
Come and See helps us search for the answers to;

Where do | come from? (Life-Creation)
Who am 1? (Dignity — Incarnation)
Why am | here? (Purpose-Redemption)

Jesus is at the ‘heart of the programme’ and also at the heart of all we do in
school.

In the Autumn Term we consider God the Father and the question:
‘Where do | come from?’ — Life and Creation:

Church Theme: Domestic Church - Family
Sacramental Theme: Belonging - Baptism/Confirmation
Christian Living Theme: Loving — Advent & Christmas

In the Spring Term we consider God the Son, Jesus and the question,
‘Who am 1?’ — Dignity and Incarnation through the:

Church Theme: Local Church — Community
Sacramental Theme: Relating — Eucharist
Christian Living Theme: Giving — Lent & Easter.

In the Summer Term we consider God the Holy Spirit, and the question,
‘Why am | here?’-Purpose and Redemption through the:

Church Theme: Serving - Pentecost
Sacramental Theme: Inter Relating - Reconciliation
Christian Living Theme: Universal Church — World.

Early Years Foundation stage cover the Come and See objectives and make clear
links with the framework through Knowledge and Understanding of the World and
Personal, Social and Emotional Development.

Catholic Social Teaching (CST) offers a way of thinking, being, and seeing the
world. It provides a vision for a just society in which the dignity of all people is
recognised, and those who are vulnerable are cared for. It consists of Catholic



social thought and principles which can be used to reflect on and guide how we
relate to one another in our local and global communities.

The CARITAS in Action programme is used to teach CST, along with other
learning opportunities and resources. It is taught outside of the dedicated 10%
curriculum time.

Stewardship
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Each Religious Education lesson at our school, begins with a period of quiet
prayer and reflection, with a candle being lit. This is to remind us that, although
still a lesson, it is a special lesson that is different to every other as we are
developing our faith and putting ourselves in the presence of God.

BIG questions are important to our Religious Education, and raise awareness to
develop critical thinkers and encourage our citizens of the future to continue to
build God’s kingdom in our ever-evolving world.

Within each class there is a focal point where key words and children’s work are
displayed, along with the current BIG question and the liturgical calendar. Each
class use Bibles to learn and to develop understanding of the Word of God and
to link it to their lives. The age and maturity of the children have been considered
when purchasing class Bibles.

Other Faiths are an important part of Religious Education at St Michael and St
John’s. The teaching of Judaism, Islam, Hinduism and Sikhism are planned and
delivered at different times throughout the year. Enrichment opportunities are
sought to enhance learning, including the learning of other faiths.

Assessment

‘Check in’ and ‘Check out’ questions have been developed and match the Come
and See scheme of work. These are used at the start and end of each topic to
monitor progress in learning. Children are assessed on End of Year Expectations,
which are linked to the Come and See scheme and to specific ‘Driver Words’ for
each attainment target and year group. These expectations and driver words are
set out by Salford Diocese and are used regularly to inform our planning and
delivery of lessons. The End of Year Expectations are split into three strands:
Attainment Target 1, 2 and 3. Recording and assessment of learning takes many
forms including art, writing, displays, assemblies and liturgy participation.

The high standards and quality of Religious Education learning can be seen in
children’s work in books and on display, and can be heard when you talk to our
children about their faith and in their actions: the way that they treat and care for
others, including our common home and brothers and sisters.



‘Real education comes through much more than the transmission of facts and knowledge.
Education is a lived reality where facts are translated into decisions and demonstrated by
action.” The Right Rev John Arnold, Bishop of Salford

Parents and Parish Community as Educators

Each term, a Parent letter details the Religious Education units being covered in
class, based on Diocesan recommended materials from Come and See and the
overview for the term’s Ten:Ten worship coverage. This enables parents to
support their child at home, when their child is asking searching questions and so
that they can complement the academic and spiritual journey the child is engaging
with at home.

Through the parish priest, the children and their families are encouraged to
appreciate, understand and patrticipate in the liturgical cycle and the sacramental
life of the church. We have regular assemblies and liturgies in school too, which
develop children’s understanding of the liturgical cycle further (See the Prayer and
Liturgy Policy).

Worship

We provide many opportunities and a wide range of experiences that will help
everyone to participate in individual and shared prayer, liturgy and collective
worship, supporting each person’s own journey of faith. See our Prayer and
Liturgy Policy for more details.

PSHE & Relationships and Sex Education

There is a separate PSHE & RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) Policy which
was written through consultations with Salford Diocese, parents, school staff and
governors. We are created by God in his image — male and female (Gen. 1:27).
Thus, our sexuality is an integral part of our individuality. In order that children
may grow healthily towards maturity, they need to be taught the implications of
their gender and sexuality. (Cf. CCC 8§1604; § FC37).

SCARF and Caritas in Action resources are used, as well as other materials.

Staff Induction

New teaching staff are given:

e A copy of the “Come and See” programme for Religious Education and
Caritas in Action

e A schedule outlining topics to be covered during the year along with
starting and finishing dates for topics.

e The long term plan

e A copy of the Prayer and Liturgy Policy

e A copy of the PSHE & RSE Policy



e A copy of Caritas in Action
e CPD is organised according to individual teacher needs

Monitoring

The SLT (Headteacher and school Governors, including the Subject Link
Governor) with the R.E. subject leader monitors and evaluates the teaching
and learning of R.E. work termly. This evaluation will help the Religious
Education subject leader to focus staff in their means of evaluating and
reflecting upon the delivery of Religious Education and how to move forward
in order to enhance and facilitate children in their spiritual growth and
development.



