
 

 

Phonics Progression Document Sept 2021/22 

 

As Letters and Sounds SSP (Systematic Synthetic Phonics) recognition has been withdrawn 

by the DFEE, staff spent considerable time looking at alternative options and discussing 

amongst other staff members and governors. It has been decided that SSMJ will continue to 

use Letters and Sounds as a resource to guide our teaching of phonics but we will adapt and 

change parts to make it more relevant and up to date. This following document will outline 

the changes we are making to the way phonics is being taught at SSMJ to continue to 

complement our Guided Reading and Individual Reading systems we have in place.  

History 

All these cohorts of children have had several weeks of interrupted education due to several 

lockdowns taking place therefore we have decided to recap the summer terms phonics in 

Autumn 1 for each cohort to ensure they have firm foundations before proceeding.  

The following timetables show how each class will cover each phase over the course of the 

year. (Approx. 39 weeks) 

Timetable for EYFS 

Term  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Phase 1/2 2 3 3 3/4 4 
 

Timetable for Year 1 

Term  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Phase 4 5 5 5 5 5 
 

Timetable for Year 2 

Term  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Phase 5 Spelling 
Shed 

Spelling 
Shed 

Spelling 
Shed 

Spelling 
Shed 

Spelling 
Shed 

 

We have decided to drop phase 6 as the areas covered by this phase are covered in Spelling 

Shed which is a more up to date resource giving the year 2 children a diet of what they need 

to meet end of year expectations.  

Structure 

EYFS & Year 1 will have a 20-minute phonics session daily in small groups. Year 2 will have a 

similar format using Spelling Shed. For children who did not meet the end of year phase 

interventions will be put in place to ensure no child is left behind.  

Planning 



 

 

Planning of Phonics will be made by the class teacher and will reflect the individual needs of 

the children. Phonics will have priority in a morning session to ensure any additional adults 

within the classroom are used effectively and smaller phonics groups created. Adults will be 

rotated around the groups to ensure teachers have a good knowledge of childrens abilities.  

Below is a picture of the current planning format used by teachers. It uses the LCC planning 

format using the four-part structure of revisit, teach, practise and apply.  

 

Planning will show an overview for the week and how sessions have been adapted or 

tweaked to reflect childrens achievements.  

Planning will also include the modelling and teaching of tricky words daily. Children should 

be able to spell each tricky word and put it into a sentence before the phase has been 

completed. The teaching of high frequency words should also be added within different 

sessions.  

Planning should reflect a mixture of reading and spelling activities throughout the week and 

should be changed weekly to reflect the needs of the children.  

Sequencing of Phases & Sounds 

Phase 1 

Phase 1 encompasses all the core values developed in the new EYFS Statutory Framework 

with emphasis on modelling.  

Activities within the seven aspects are designed to help children: 

1. listen attentively; 



 

 

2. enlarge their vocabulary; 

3. speak confidently to adults and other children; 

4. discriminate phonemes; 

5. reproduce audibly the phonemes they hear, in order, all through the word; 

6. use sound-talk to segment words into phonemes. 

Children will progress through each different aspect in the first few weeks of starting 

Autumn 1, how long children spend on this phase will be determined by the children’s 

ability.  

■ Aspect 1: General sound discrimination – environmental sounds 

■ Aspect 2: General sound discrimination – instrumental sounds 

■ Aspect 3: General sound discrimination – body percussion 

■ Aspect 4: Rhythm and rhyme 

■ Aspect 5: Alliteration 

■ Aspect 6: Voice sounds 

■ Aspect 7: Oral blending and segmenting 

Games and activities will be selected from the list within the Letters & Sounds document to 

suit the individual needs of the children.  

Phase 2 (8 weeks) 

Below the table shows the order these sounds will be taught in for all of the phase 2 sounds.  

 

The progression speed will depend on the children and adaptations will need to be made to 

the timetable should children fall behind the timetable.  

Tricky words taught:  



 

 

Children should be able to identify these as tricky words (where spelling patterns have not 

been taught yet). 

I, to, go, no, in, the, into.  

High Frequency Words: 

 

Phase 3 (12 weeks) 

Sequencing of Phase 3. All phonemes must be taught in this order unless discussed with 

subject leader.  

Week 1 J V w X 

Week 2 Y Z ZZ Qu  

Week 3 & 
4 

sh ch th   

Week 5&6 ng ai ee  

Week 7&8 oa oo igh  

Week 
9&10 

ar or ur  

Week 11 ow oi ear  

Week 12 air ure er  

 

Tricky Words:  



 

 

 

High Frequency Words:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Suggested words:

 

 



 

 

Phase 4 (8 Weeks) 

Phase 4 is made up of children being taught a variety of blends. The following table shows 

the sequence they need to be taught in:  

Week 1 st nd mp nt nk 

Week 2 ft sk lt lp lf 

Week 3 lk pt xt tr dr 

Week 4 gr cr br fr bl 

Week 5 fl gl pl cl sl 

Week 6 sp st tw sm pr 

Week 7 sc sk sn nch scr 

Week 8  shr thr str Polysyllabic 
words  

Polysyllabic 
words 

 

Tricky words:  

 

High Frequency Words:  



 

 

 

Suggested Words:  

 



 

 

 

Phase 5 (34 weeks) 

Below is a list of the sequencing of sounds taught. This must not be changed unless a 

discussion has been had with the subject leader. The order has been adapted to suit the 

needs of the children at SSMJ.  

Week 1 
New Graphemes 

a-e (make) o-e (home) e-e (these) 

Week 2 
New Graphemes 

i-e (like) u-e (rule)  

Week 3 
New Graphemes 

ay(day) ou(out)  

Week 4 
New Graphemes 

ie(tie) ea(eat)  

Week 5 
New Graphemes 

oy(boy) ir(girl)  



 

 

Week 6 
New Graphemes 

ue(blue) aw(saw)  

Week 7 
New Graphemes 

ew(new) oe(toe)  

Week 8 
New Graphemes 

au(paul) wh(when) ph(photo) 

Week 9 
New Graphemes 

a-e (make) o-e (home) e-e(these) 

Week 10 
New Graphemes 

i-e (like) u-e (rule)  

Week 11 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

i (fin & find)   

Week 12 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

o (hot & cold)   

Week 13 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

c (cat & cent)   

Week 14 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

g (got & giant)   

Week 15 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

U (but & put)   

Week 16 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

ow (cow & blow)   

Week 17 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

ie (tie & field)   

Week 18 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

ea (eat & bread)   

Week 19 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

er (farmer & her)   

Week 20 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

a (hat & what)   

Week 21 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

y (yes, by, very)   

Week 22 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

ch (chin, school, 
chef) 

  



 

 

Week 23 
Alternative 

Pronunciations 

ou (out, shoulder, 
could, you) 

  

Week 24 
Alternative Spelling 

ay (ai, a-e, a) /Sh/ (special, 
caption, sugar) 

 

Week 25 
Alternative Spelling 

ee (ea, e-e, y, ie, ey, 
e) 

Ch (picture, pitch)  

Week 26 
Alternative Spelling 

igh (ie, y, i-e, i) J (dge) Ear (er, e-e) 

Week 27 
Alternative Spelling 

oa (ow, oe, o-e, o) M (mb)  

Week 28 
Alternative Spelling 

oo (y) (ue, u-e, ew, 
u) 

N (gn, kn)  

Week 29 oo (ue, u-e, ew) R (wr)  

Week 30 ar (a, al) /Zh/ (treasure)  

Week 31 air (e-e, ear, a-e) S (st, se)  

Week 32 or (a, ou, au) Z (se)  

Week 33 ur (ea, or) U (o-e)  

Week 34 oo (ou, u) I (y, ey)  

 

Tricky Words: 

 



 

 

Common Exception Words:

 

Suggested Words:  

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

List of Games for each Phase 

Below is a list of games the children will be very familiar with as they have used these during 

2020/21.  

Phonics Four Part sessions description of games 

Revisit/Review (One game to be played at the start of the session each day 

 Pass the hat – Put some sounds on pieces of paper and put them into the hat. Pass 

the hat around the circle singing pass, pass, pass the hat, pass it round and round. 

When it stops pick out a card and say the sound.  

 Stand up grapheme bingo -give the children some sound cards up to six each and the 

adult reads some of the sound cards 1 by 1 out. If the child has that sound card, they 

turn it over and once all of them have been collected that’s phoneme bingo and they 

stand up. If it is a large group just give each child three sound cards.  

 Nice to meet you Mr … - Children have a sound card they hold and walk around and 

ask they meet a child they say nice to meet you Mr .. 

 Grapheme Hunt – Place sound card around the room and the adult says a word and 

the children run to the correct grapheme.  

 Grapheme Hunt Phase 5- Prepare a selection of word cards which contain spelling 

alternatives for the /igh/ phoneme, e.g.  ie, y, i_e Consider differentiating this by 

highlighting the phonemes on a set of cards for lower ability pupils, e.g. pie, lie, 

cried, fried, applied. Hide the words in the outdoor learning environment or 

classroom. Group the children into 3 teams and give them a spelling alternative 

(ie, y, i_e) They must search for words containing that alternative. When they 

have found all the words (they need to know how many to look for!) ask the children 

to stand in a circle and then segment and blend each word.  The children must 

then place the cards face down on the ground and attempt to write the words, using 

chalk or whiteboards within a given amount of time.  

 Count Down – Words to be displayed and children need to read as many as they can 

before the timer runs out.  

 Phonic aerobics – Sounds are displayed on a board or flash cards and then music is 

played. Children use jolly phonics actions to each sound they can see while the music 

plays. Any music can be used bouncy but so they are saying and doing the actions 

not the words.  

 Silly Snap – Sound cards are used and as one is turned over the correct sound is said 

and the children turn a card etc.  

Teach (One for each day) 

 3 Part example – hear it – say it, see it – say it, say it-write it  

 Oral blending and segmenting – give the children a new sound repeat it several 

times. Orally segment words with the new sound blending them together at the end 

to form different words. Words to be displayed.  



 

 

 Model phoneme frame- model a word including the new sound, children to say 

where to place each sound in which box.  

 Model sound buttons – adult to write word demonstrating the new sound and 

underneath ask children where to place the sound buttons.  

 Teach Tricky word – Model a tricky word with stars around the four corners to 

ensure the children are aware they cannot use their phonics for this word they just 

have to know it.  

Practise 

 Read Write Word Snap – Have a selection of words for the children and ask them to 

read it and then write it underneath then swap the words with another child.  

 Sound talk snap – give out words on cards, children to read the words on the cards 

and as adult turns over the picture card children stand up and shout snap as it 

matches the pictures.  

 Cross the river – Draw a chalk line on the floor. You can cross the river if you have 

the word …… or you can cross the river if your word has …. Sound. Children to read 

the word as before they cross the river.  

 Bingo – Adult to read the words and children cross them off if they have those words 

on their board. The child with all of the words crossed off wins the game. 

 Saluting Soldiers – Adult to read one set of words and children to have a set of the 

same words. If they have the word they stand up and salute sound talking the word 

and blending it back together.  

 Generation Game – Children to be shown a selection of objects/pictures/words and 

asked to remember as many of them as they can. Children to write down the ones 

they remember.  

 Full circle – children to be given the digraphs and phonemes of different words. The 

adult says the word and then the children stand up to make that word. The adult 

then changes the word and children may need to sit down and other children may 

need to stand up to create the new word. It continues until the list is completed and 

the first word is stated again (full circle). This game can be played in the same way 

with magnetic letters where the letters are changed on a whiteboard in front of the 

children as a slight difference.  

 Popcorn pop – words are placed on sticky fixers and placed in a cup. As the cup 

travels around children bubble, bubble, bubble, bubble and then shout POP. The 

child who has the cup takes out a word and reads the word. This can also be changed 

so the children write the word that has been taken out of the cup.  

 Countdown Relay – Words are placed across the room. Children are split into two 

teams. The children take it in turns to run across the room and read the words. The 

team who wins is the first team to read all of the words. This can be adapted so 

children can collect a given word from a pile and bring it back to their group for a 

blending game.  



 

 

 Dice game – Digraphs and phonemes placed in the sides of the dice. Dice are rolled 

and put together to create different words. Smaller dice could be used to create pair 

games and sounds could be written on dice.  

Apply 

 Phonic Factor – Items/pictures displayed in front of the children. Cover them up with 

a cloth and then remove one of the items. Ask the children to write the word of the 

missing item.  

 Silly sentences – ask the children to create a silly sentence using the given words. 

Children to write the sentence in their book.  

 Sentence substitution – A sentence needs to be displayed and then ask the children 

to change part of the sentence using some of the words from todays session. Ask the 

children to write their sentence.  

 Code Cracker – Display picture clues for the children to guess the word. E.g. leaf, 

elephant, goat would spell leg taking the initial sound from each item.  

 Sentence Detectives – Children are given some clues about the words and they have 

to write the correct word on a whiteboard.  

 

 

 



 

 

Below is a screen shot of the games suggested from the LCC website for Phonics. Children 

may not have played these games before. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 



 

 

Every three weeks children will be assessed using Phonics Tracker (Once Phase 2 has been 

started). Results from the flash card assessment will help feed information into planning and 

changes to be made. Assessment will take place for any child receiving phonics teaching of 

phase 2-5. At the end of Autumn 1, Spring 1 and Spring 2 year 1 children will also have a 

Phonics screening test to complete as part of assessment week to identify any issues.  

Writing 

Every half term a sample of independent writing is collected from each group to look at and 

see if phonics teaching is being applied independently as this will give us the best indication 

of where children are.  

Displays 

Interactive displays should show:  

 Previous graphemes learnt so children have a reminder.  

 Previous tricky words/high frequency words and common exception words.  

 New graphemes learnt  

 New tricky words/high frequency words and common exception words.  

Suggested Websites  

 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac

hment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf Letters and 

Sounds full document.  

 www.oxfordowl.co.uk – This is a class access and shared resource. It is full of high 

quality and engaging books for the children to read online. If you search the books 

by age you will find there are lots of books for your child to choose from. Your child 

should be reading for 15 minutes each day.  

 https://www.ictgames.com  No login required for these games. You can choose from 

English games. Forest Phonics, Phoneme Pop, Rapid River are some of our favourites.  

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b01cz0p1/alphablocks  - Alphablocks are 

short episodes about different phonics sounds. They have a video for every sound 

and extra one on You Tube.  

 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/  A website with mainly English games on for children. 

Lots to choose from. Browse by age to make it easier.  

 www.phonicsbloom.com  Free phonics games for your child to play.  

 Oak National Academy Online Classroom (thenational.academy) This website 

provides free lessons for all age groups. Click on this link and then click on subjects, 

choose EYFS and then you can choose a lesson you would like to listen to. Each 

topic/lesson has ten lessons around that theme. These are great to use if you want 

to do some additional work.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0&list=PLCLKSf1kRDSRP6OCf-

lm0wAr2s7Y1LfkO  Tricky words song on You Tube that the children have been 

learning and singing along to. Please note the children need to be able to read and 

sell these tricky words.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.ictgames.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b01cz0p1/alphablocks
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0&list=PLCLKSf1kRDSRP6OCf-lm0wAr2s7Y1LfkO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0&list=PLCLKSf1kRDSRP6OCf-lm0wAr2s7Y1LfkO


 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY  Tricky words song the children 

have been learning for phase 3. Please note the children need to be able to read and 

spell each of these tricky words.  

 https://lettersandsounds.org.uk/ website full of videos showing each phoneme for 

all phases.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY
https://lettersandsounds.org.uk/

