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• Share how Phonics is taught 

in classes throughout SSMJ.

• To recap over the basics of 

structure, progression and 

useful phonic terms.

• To know what the Phonics 

Screening process is and how 

you can help your child. 

Aims of Session



What is Phonics? 



SKILLS for reading 

and spelling

Learning phonics will help the 
child read and write.

PHONICS IS ABOUT…..

+ KNOWLEDGE of  the 

alphabet



One of the most important aspects of 

good phonics is the correct articulation 

of the phonemes. 

If a child can produce the correct sounds 

it will support their ability to read and 

write accurately. 



DEFINITIONS TO BE USED WITH THE 
CHILDREN

Phoneme – The smallest unit of sound.

Grapheme – What we write to represent the individual 

sounds/phonemes. For some phonemes this could be more than one 

letter. 

t, ai, igh,  



DEFINITIONS TO BE USED WITH THE 
CHILDREN

Digraph – 2 letters that represent 1 phoneme

e.g. ai, ee, oy, ow

Trigraph – 3 letters that represent 1 phoneme

e.g. igh, ear, air



DEFINITIONS TO BE USED WITH THE 
CHILDREN

Blending – The skill of putting the sounds together to read a whole 

word. 

Segmenting – Breaking a word up into each of its sounds.

Pseudo Word – A word that is made up. 

Decoding – Ability to apply knowledge of letter-sound relationships 

to correctly pronounce the words. 



DEFINITIONS TO BE USED WITH THE 
CHILDREN

Tricky Words – These are words that can’t be easily decoded to 

read e.g. all, my, one, once, eyes.

Cvc – A word with 3 sounds consisting of a consonant, vowel, 

consonant. 

e.g. cat, dog, bus, sheep, coin. 



Phonics at SSMJ
Phonics Session Taught Daily 20 mins:

• Part 1: Revisit/Review – Recap over aspects already 

covered.

• Part 2: Teach – A new sound is taught.

• Part 3: Practise – Games are played using the new sound 

taught.

• Part 4: Apply – Using the knowledge they have they use 

that knowledge to complete a task. 



GAMES AT SCHOOL



Phonics at Home
How can you make it memorable? 



RESOURCES AT HOME

• Mr Thorne does phonics – video clips of pronunciation.

• Alphablocks – short video clips of different sounds.

• Phonics Bloom https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

• Top Marks https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-

years/letters-and-sounds

• Phonics Play https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources

• ICT Games: https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html

• Flashcards in their reading folder.

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources
https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html


PHASE 2 

Learning phonemes to read and write simple words

• Introduces grapheme-phoneme correspondences.

• Blending and segmenting is taught as reversible process. 

• As soon as children know some grapheme/phoneme 

correspondence, blending for reading and segmenting for 

writing can begin. 

• Tricky words to begin.

• Follow order ; s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,o,c,k,ck,e,u,r,h,b,f,ff (as in 

puff),l,ll (as in hill),ss (as in hiss).



PHASE 2 



BLENDING
Children need to be able to hear the separate sounds in a 

word and then blend them together to say the whole word. 

e.g.        s i t = sit

sheep = sheep



SEGMENTING
Children need to be able to hear a whole word and say every 

sound they can hear.  

e.g.        sit = s i t



PHASE 3
Learning the long vowel phonemes

• Children will enter phase 3 once they know the first 19 

phonemes and can blend/segment to read and spell cvc

words. 

• Introduces common graphemes.

• Most comprise of digraphs (2 letters).

• Some are trigraphs (3 letters).

• Continue to practise cvc blending and segmentation-

application into reading and writing. 

• Read/Write Tricky words; he, she, me, be, we, was, you, her, 

they, all, are.



PHASE 3



PHASE 3
Progression; 

• j,v,w,x,y,z,zz,qu, 

• ch, sh, th, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, oi, ear, air, er, ow



PHASE 3
Can you split these words into phoneme frames? 



PHASE 4
Introducing consonant clusters: reading and spelling words with four or 

more phonemes

• Children move into phase 4 when they know all the phonemes from 

phase 2 and 3 and can use them to read and spell simple words 

(blending to read and segmenting to spell).

• No new sounds are introduced.

• Focuses on reading and spelling longer words with phonemes they 

already know. 

• Adjacent consonants at the beginning: spot, trip, clap, green, clown, 

or at the end: tent, mend, damp, burnt or both beginning and end : 

trust, spend, twist . 



PHASE 4



PHASE 4
Can you split these words into phoneme frames? 



PHASE 5
Introducing alternative graphemes

• Teach alternative graphemes (for known phonemes) for reading;

ai – ay, a-e

ee – ea, e-e

igh – ie, i-e

oa – oe, o-e

oo – ew

ow – ou

or – aw, au

oi – oy 

ur/er – ir

w – wh

f – ph

u – ue, u-e

Weeks 5-7 learn alternative pronunciations of 

graphemes fin/find, hot/cold, cat/cent, 

got/giant, cow/blow, tie/field, eat/bread, 

hat/what, yes/by/very, chin/school/chef, 

out/shoulder/could/you. 

Weeks 8-30 draws on all the knowledge of the 

different sounds/graphemes used in reading to 

then focus on spelling. 



TRICKY WORDS



TRICKY WORDS

the to

no
Children highlight 

the tricky part of 

the word. 



PHONICS SCREENING
At the end of year 1 children are required to take part in Phonics screening. The 

usual pass mark is 32 out of 40 with no support or help given during the test. 



PHONICS SCREENING

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-

assessments-practice-materials

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials


THANK YOU!

Any Questions ? 


