
Language Development

How can we boost those language gaps within the classroom? 



Key Points

If you don’t close the word gap it is six times more likely that 
children will not graduate from high school. This can have a 
profound effect on what these children can achieve as an adult. 

Research suggests it is estimated that children from professional 
families have 30 million more words that people from poorer 
families not because of toys bought, money or access to services 
but because professional families are known to interact with 
their child. That interaction gives the child the best possible 
start. Consider how do you interact with the children in your 
class? Consider whether your in EYFS or Year 6 could you 
interact with children more? How could this be done? 

Improving early child development with words: Dr. Brenda Fitzgerald at 
TEDxAtlanta - YouTube

Keyword 

‘Interaction’

We want the children to make those neurological 
connections, as the words are repeated it strengthens those 
neurological pathways.  Pruning is when the opposite occurs, 
words are not repeated and those pathways die therefore 
becoming shorter, shrinking the capacity to learn. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8qc8Aa3weE


What does a ‘Language Rich’ classroom look like?
EYFS & KS1 



What does a ‘Language Rich’ classroom look like?
KS2


