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“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 

                                                                                           Corinthians 10:31 

 

 

The Purpose of setting homework: 

 

At SSMJ the purpose of homework is to: 

 

• Provide opportunities to develop enjoyment of and a commitment to learning in order 

for pupils to achieve their potential. 

• Help pupils to develop the important skills of independent study and the self-discipline 

of working without immediate control. 

• Help pupils recognise the link between good study habits and higher standards of 

achievement. 

• Embed the message to pupils that school is not the only place for learning and it can 

take place in a variety of ways. 

• Check that pupils have understood class work. 

• Allow for practice and consolidation of work done in class and to allow for the 

preparation of future class work. 

• Give time for more extensive coverage of the curriculum, through integrated planning 

of class work and homework. 

• Improve the links further between home and school by helping parents understand 

what their children are learning in school and to encourage them to participate in that 

learning. 

 

Consolidation and balance is key at SSMJ and we want our homework to be enjoyable 

and relevant, not onerous and needless. 

What is the Role of the School? 

 To provide parents with a clear policy regarding homework. 

 To include all stakeholders at SSMJ- Governors, SLT, Class Teacher, Child and 

Parents/carers linking everyone as one community. 

 To ensure this policy is fully and consistently followed. 

 To provide support for parents with information about homework, including 

reminding Parents (verbally) about the completion of homework activities. 

 To promote the completion of homework activities.  

 To provide homework activities that encompasses a wide range of activities.  
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What is the Role of the Teacher? 

 To plan and set a programme of homework that is appropriate to the needs of the 

child. 

  To ensure all children understand the homework they have been given. 

 To give feedback about homework. 

 To inform parents if there is a problem regarding homework. 

What is the Role of the Parent / Carer? 

 To support the child in completing homework, using the Success Criteria for 

homework. 

 To ensure the child completes homework to a high standard and hands it in on 

time. 

 To provide the appropriate conditions for the child to complete the homework.  

 To make sure reading records are complete (either by parent/ carer or by the child 

as appropriate). 

What is the Role of the Child? 

 To ensure they have everything they need to complete homework each week.  

 To make sure they understand the tasks that have been set.  

 To put in the same level of effort as would be expected of class work.  

 To hand the homework in on time. 

 To take on board any feedback about homework. 

What Homework can be set? 

Homework can vary between class to class and child to child, depending on the learning 

needs of that individual child. Homework can take various forms including written, 

photographs, creative pieces in 2D and 3D or it could be online (Including purchased 

programs like Purple Mash). Children with special educational needs can be set homework 

appropriate to their learning needs. Please note that homework is optional and will never 

be forced. 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) - Homework 
 
Homework can play a fundamental role in supporting children's learning but needs to reflect 
the key principles of Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum taught within school.   
 
In EYFS at SSMJ we firmly believe that learning can take place at anytime and anywhere and 
our homework policy reflects this. Parents are informed of ‘Learning’ taking place in school 
via the weekly newsletter and via the webpage. To support home/school learning, parents 
are encouraged to share learning that takes place outside of school uploading photographs 



 

Page 5 of 10 
 

or videos via class dojos portfolio. Children are then able to share these experiences with 
their peers encouraging home/school approach to learning. Learning shared from home can 
also reflect current topics taught within the EYFS curriculum at school as learning is about 
sharing children's interests and following their ideas.  
 
More formal homework is sent home, and this may include: 

 Reading books - Parents are asked to sign to say children have read nightly.  
 Current phonemes being taught in Phonics.  

 
Supporting parents and children with learning at home is a key area so parents are invited at 
different times throughout the year to attend training in different areas. Staff support 
parents supporting children through regular communication and helpful suggestions.  
 

KS1 

In Key Stage 1 Homework includes: 

 Reading books - Parents are asked to sign to say children have read nightly.  

 Weekly Spellings  

 Homework linked to Maths and English 

 Times Tables using Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) – including different ‘Battles’.  

 Letter-join 

 

KS2 

In Key Stage 2 Homework includes: 

 Reading books - Parents are asked to sign to say children have read nightly.  

 Weekly Spellings  

 Times Tables using Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) – including different ‘Battles’.  

 Letter-join 

 Homework linked to Maths and English using CPG books. 

 Optional Curriculum Homework 
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As a school we also subscribe to the following websites that can be used as part of our 

homework 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student  

https://play.numbots.com/#/intro  

https://charanga.com/yumu/login  

https://www.purplemash.com/sch/stmichaelbb7#/  

Each child will have been given an individual login for each of the websites above. If you are 

unsure of your child’s login details, please speak to your child’s class teacher who will be 

able to provide you with a copy.  

Please also refer to Class Dojo and class pages on the school’s website where there may be 

further links to support learning at home.  

How can parents find out more information about homework? 

Each year group provides an outline of the topics being covered in each subject during the 

term. These are shared on the school website. Teachers follow the same system for handing 

in homework and they can tell parents and children about this at the beginning of the year. 

If parents need advice on how to support their children with homework then they can speak 

to the child’s class teacher. 

Equal Opportunities: (See Equal Opportunities Policy) 

At SSMJ Primary school, we are committed to providing a teaching environment which 

ensures all children are provided with the same learning opportunities regardless of social 

class, gender, culture, race, special educational need or disability. Teachers use a range of 

strategies to ensure inclusion and also to maintain a positive ethos where children 

demonstrate affirming attitudes towards others. Support for specific individuals is well 

considered and planned for, with consideration given to how deeper learning and further 

challenge can be provided for and demonstrated by children who require further challenge.  

 

Inclusion: 

(eg EAL/SEN/PPG/Provision for HA) All pupils are entitled to access Homework at a level 

appropriate to their needs.  Individual class teachers will decide on appropriate homework to 

give to these pupils based on their current needs and this will be reviewed as required.   

Parents: 

We, at SSMJ, actively encourage the involvement of families and the wider community to help 

support Homework.  

 

 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://play.numbots.com/#/intro
https://charanga.com/yumu/login
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/stmichaelbb7#/
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Why can children sometimes be given extra homework?  

Children who take part in specialised lessons such as Additional Support Sessions may 

sometimes be set extra homework to reinforce the work being done. Additionally, children 

who work in a one to one situation with teaching assistants, can sometimes be given extra 

homework. In both cases, children should complete this work alongside their normal 

homework unless the child or the parents have been told otherwise.  

 

What can happen if children don’t complete their homework?  

The expectation is that children can complete their homework. If there is non-engagement 

with homework, this will be followed up by the class teacher in the idea of working together 

to support the child in engaging in home learning and creating a solution rather than a 

problem with the motion of moving forward and moving away any barriers that may be 

affecting the homework e.g. challenge, resources. Homework will always be encouraged but 

never enforced.  

 

How can feedback be given?  

Teachers can provide feedback on homework in a variety of ways, as per the marking policy. 

Homework is shared through Class Dojo. 

 

Homework is completed in books supplied by the teacher and an ongoing record can be 

kept between home and school with the feedback increasing throughout the year and the 

link between home and school becoming greater. 
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Appendix 

English Key Words  
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Maths 

At the start of year 3 we would expect children to know all their addition and number bond 
facts to 10. 
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By the end of Year 4, we would expect children to know all multiplication facts up to 12 x 12 

 


